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TO THE 


more ꝛcholgſom or 
more neceſſary, than that 


 Rclufion , his meditati- 


things under the Sun. Re- 


; member od Creator i in 


[the days of thy youth: 


change one word, and 


member thy Saviour in 


| | the days of thy youth, 5 


READ ER. 


Here is no advice 


./ Solomon, in the con- 


ns upon the vanity of all 


aohich may ſerve inſtead 
74 Preface to this lit. 


Wie Book; eſpecially if T 


q make it run thus, Re- 


* 9 . 
1 "4 
* 
1 : 
\ 


To the READER. 


Be ſenſible, that is, how | 
much thou art indebted || 
to him; and do not for- Yd 
get it, but carry this al- 


ways in thy mind, that 


as thon didſt receive thy 
being from him, ſo thou | 
art W with a great | 
price; and therefore | 
oughteft to glorify Gad 
orth Body and Soul, 
which are his, 1 Cor. ; 
VI. 20. 


And da this betime, | 
in thy beſt days bee 


thou art tainted and cor- 
rupted by vice and wic. 
edneſs. Into which dan- 


gerous ways, if thou art· 
ſo unhappy as to have 


entred, be adviſed, and 


leave 


le 


17. 


To the READER. 
w ¶ leave them preſently. Be- 
ed Rf take thyſelf without any 
delay to the ſervice of 
:t- i God; and let no buſineſs, 
nuch leſs any vain plea- 
ſure, hinder thee from 
acquainting thy ſelf with 
at | the duty thou ow'ſt him; 
or from performing it ſe- 
4 rwoufly ; particularly that 
duty which be hath com- 
ꝝmanded thee to do in re- 
membrance of him. The 
nature, the neceſſity, and 
be ends of which, toge- 
= i ther with the manner of 
doing it, I lay before thee 
Jin the following pages. 
n berein I ſhall treat only 
F ſuch things as are 
and \ moſt egſie, and obvious to 


ave þ A 4 every 


ITo the RA DTR. 
every capacity: hoping by 

God's bleſſing they will be 
uſeful to ſuch as will ſet 
themſelves to conſider 


them. 


— — 


5 They that would have 
larger Inſtructions and 
Helps, may find them in 


"tne E HW Sacrifice 


945 


Cu AP. . 


in 


a r. 


quired to do, that he intends 
the moſt comfortable ſacra- 


| ment of Chriſts body and 
blood; and invites you to it, 


a bleſſing, and not to thinkit 
enough that you have been 


heard the ſermon, and then 


Cnay. I. 
Of the Duty. 
T Tf 7 Hen God's minifter 


b declares, as he is re- 


on ſuch a day to adminiſter 


beſeeching you to diſpoſe 
yourſelves religiouſty and 
devoutly for it: you muſt 
conſider that it is your duty 
to prepare yourſelves, to 
come and partake of ſo great 


preſent at divine ſervice, and 


may turn your back on the 


Table of the Lord. Which is | 
a very great diet, to him. 
A 


5 ä and 


10 The Duty 
and forgetfulneſs of him, and | 
cannot be excuſed ſo eaſily, as 

mens naughty hearts incline 
them to believe. For tho' # 

God's goodneſs is ſuch, that 
he prefers works of mercy 
to your neighbours, before ſa- 
crifice to himſelf, when one 
of them muſt be omitted: 

| Yet he doth not make the i t 

_ fame allewance for your i |: 

_ worldly buſineſs, (which well h 

may be let alone till another t. 

time) much leſs for your vain if 
pleaſures or recreations , y. 
which never ought to hinder | 

or put by this or any other n 
holy duty in the ſeaſon pro- 

per for it. | ur 

Come, therefore, as oft as M at 
you are invited; and when bl 

God's miniſter, after ſermon # 

ended, goes up to the holy di 
table to prepare this ney an 


nk — wap „ _ _G%,  thaes 


MANNER Soy * * 


es) 
— 


of Communicating, 11 
ly food for you, (that is, to 
© conſecrate bread broken, and 
vine poured out, that it may 
JW repreſent the death of Chriſe 
to you; and to give it you, 
ſaying, Tale, eat and drink this 
in remembrance of Chriſt ) do 
vou ſtay in God's houſe, and 
draw near unto his table and. 
$ thankfully receive it from 
zar him, for that end for which 
„ell he gives it, in commemora- 
her tion of Chri/s death and 
paſſion upon the Croſs for 
is „ your fake. e 
Ter 'F It 1s the duty of God's 
1cr & miniſter, ta ſet the hread and 
ro- K wine apart; to preſent them 
# unto God, to break the one 
as and pour out the other, to 
en bleſs them, and togive them 
on unto you: and then it is your 
ly duty, to look upon this bread 
n- and wine, thus bleſſed, as 
TTT 


vs, 0” 


12 The Neceſlity 

repreſenting Chri/t unto you; 
and accordingly to receive 
them, not as mere bread and 
wine, but as things deputed 
by Cbriſt to be inſtead. of his 
body and blood, and tocom- 


receivers. 


Cray II. 


O do thus you are in- 
gaged, 
Firſt, By the expreſs com- 
nandment of our Lord 
100 Chriſt, which you find four 
1 times recorded in the New 
100 Teſtament: by the three firſt 
| Evangeliſts S. Mat .xxv1i. 26, 
27. S. Mark xiv. 22, 23. 
S. Lnke xX1. 19, 24. and by 
S. Paul in his firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, xi. 23, 24, 
25. All which places, eſpe- 
. cially 


municate them to worthy 


Of the neceſſiiy of this duty. 


TH 
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of this Duty, 13 
cially the lat, you will do 
well to read ſeriouſly, And 
then confider, 
2ah, That there is the 
greater regard to be had to 
this commandment. [ Do this 
in remembrance of me, | which 
S. Paul ſaith he received of 
the Lord, becaufe it was his 
laſt dying commandment, in 
the night when he was be- 
tray*d, juſt before the day of 


his paſſion. We are wont, in 


other caſes, to be inclin'd to 


remember, and carefully per- 

form the laſt deſire of a dy- 
ing friend: and therefore, 
what other account can we 
give of it, if we live in a 
neglect of this duty, ſo ſo- 


lemnly enjoined, but that ve 


are ſtrangers, or at beſt, 
very cold in our love to 
him? which you had need 
to quicken; becauſe, 34% 


14 The Neceſſity 
3aly, Your care in this 

duty will be a means to make 
you obſerve the reſt of his 
Commandments better, which 
now, alas! are little regarded, 
becauſe little or no regard is YF 
had to this laſt command- 
ment; which our Lord ſeems 
to have added, when he lett 
the world, for the ſecurity 
Pf all the other that he had 
delivere& before. For the 
doing this hath a mighty 
power in it to {tir up the 
love of Chriſt in our hearts. 
And the love of Chriſt cen- 
ſtraineth us, (as S. Paul teach- 
es, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15.) becauſe 
we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead: 
and that he died for all; that 
they which live, foould not 
henceforth live unto them 
ſelves, but unto him that died 


VF 


d ee. 


of the Duty. I 5 


for them, and roſe again. Do 


this, therefore, in remem- 
brance of him, which is ſuch 
an efficacious means to make 
you always do well. Yea, 
more than this, | 
Laſtly, It will be a means 
to make you obſerve his com- 


mandments with love and de- 


light : which if they be want- 


ing your obedience will be 


little worth. For without 
love, all that you do will not 
be acceptable to Chriſt; and 
unleſs you delight in what 
you do, it will not be accep- 
table to your ſelves. But 
neither of theſe will be want - 
ing, if you E fre- 
quent this holy ſacrament; 
where he is repreſented to 
you as defirous to fave you. 
tho' it were by dying for 
you; ſaying, when this was 


br 


n 


16 The Ends 
firſt propounded to him, Ls 


I come, I delight to do thy 
I will, O God. How can you 


then refrain when you think | 
of this, from exprefling be Wi 
ame alfection and the ſame joy, Ft 
when it is much eafier for you | 
to do God's will, than it was te 
for him to ſuffer ſuch things IF 1 
as he did, in obedience to it, t 
HA r. III. | : 
T the ends for which i! was i \ 
inſtituted. 1 
OU will be the more 
inclined to this, when it ( 
you conſider the ends for it © 


which this commemoration of 
Chriſt's death was ordained. 
Which were ſuch as thele : 

Firft, To profeſs that you 

are Chriſtians, and believe 

that religion which Chrift 

math ſealed by his blood, to 


be 


of it's Inflitution, 17 


. be the true and only way to 
by bappineſs; and that you 
»1 mean to continue im it, what- 
ik i ſoever it coſts you, tho” it 


2 ſhould ingage you, that is, 
to follow him to his crols. 
Secondly, To give thanks 
as to God the Fa/her, for ſend- 
gs ing his only begotten Son in- 
it. to the world, to be the pro- 
4 pitiation for our firs, 
And to God the Son our 
25 bleſſed Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
for humbling himſelf ſo low, 
re as to die the death of the 
en |} Croſs: where he offered his. 
or | own body, to put away our 
of Vis by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 
2d. And to God the Holy GH, 
:: who hathbroughtusglad ti- 
ou dings from heaven, fince our 
ve Saviour's aſcenſion thither, 
t that having purged our fins by 
to bimſelf, be /at down on the 
be BB rights 
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18 The Ends 
right-hand of the Majeſty on 
high ; where he lives for 
evermore, and is mindful of 


us and of his promiſes, which 


he will certainly fulfil, as we 
ſee by theſe pledges he hath 
left us of his endleſs love. 
And therefore, 

3dly,You bind yourſelves, 
by the remembrance of theſe 


things, to be faithful to him; 
and to keep that holy cove- 


nant, wherein you are ſo- 


lemnly tied to be wholly his. 


For as the very coming to his 
table naturally ſignifies you 
are of his family, and belong 
to him: So being there ſo 
kindly entertained by him, 
you ſtand bound to behave 
yourſelves as his ſervants, or 
rather friends; and engage ſo 


to do. Now ye are his friends, 


if ye comply with his will 
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of it's Inſtitution, 19 
„ in all other things, as well as 
in this of commemorating his 
of dying love for your fake. S 
h he Himſelf tells his Apoſtles 
in thoſe memorable words, 
ob. xv. 13, 14. where he re- 
2 preſents to 'em, in what con- 

ſiſtedthe greatneſs of his love, 

4 and the ſincerity of theirs, 
greater love hath no man 

than this, that a man lay down 

bis life for his friends, Ye 

are my friends, if ye do what- 

24 ſoever I command you, For, 
3 FLCaſth, Being © of the 
number of the faithful, you 
have, in this holy ſacrament 
eommunion with Chriſtin his 
death and paſſion, and in the 
4 merits of them. For tho the 
things you receive be inthem- 
#4 ſelves but bread and wine; 
yet by a divine and ſpiritual 
grace, they become the N 
| | and 


des N 
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and blood of Christ to the 
faithful, who are thereby 
made partakers of all the be- 
nefits which he purchaſed by 


his ſacrifice which he made 
of himſelf for our ſins. Thus 
one of the prayers after the 
communion excellently in- 


ſtruts you, That God vouch- 

ſafes to feed thoſe,coho duly re- 
cetve theſe holy myſteries, with 
the ſpiritual food of the moſt 
precieus body and blood of his 
San our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 


and doth aſſure you thereby of 


his favour and goodneſs ;, and 

that you are his very members 
incorporate in the myſtical 
body of his Son, which is the 


bleſſed company of all faithful 
People; and are alſo heirs, 


thro bope of his everlaſting 


kingdom, by the merits of the | 
moſt precious death and paſ= 
fron of his dear Son. 


I need 


of it's Inſtitution, 21 
I need not add that, by 
doing this in remembrance 
of him, you have communi- 
on with all your chriſtian 
brethren, (for it is already 
expreſſed, ) and that you beg 
his gracious aſſiſtance, that 
vou may continue (as it fol- 
lovs in the prayer now men- 
tioned) in this holy fellow- 
3 ſhip, and do all ſuch good 
works as he hath prepared 
for us to walk in : For this 
holy action being a /acrifice 
of praiſe and thankſgiving, 
(as it is in the prayer going 
before) wherein Chr 1 8 ſa- 
crifice is commemorated; 
it is in it's own nature the 
moſt powerful prayer, (as 
all facrifices were) 1 Sam. 
X111. 12. (more powerful than 
any other can be) to ſup- 
plicate for, and to een 
(that 


22 Preparation 
(that is, obtain) the divine 
bleſſing upon us. 


CAF. IV. 
Of Preparation for it, 


\His may fuffice, one 
would think, to excite 

all thoſe who have any care 
of their future ſalvation, or 
preſent ſatisfaction, to make 
it their buſineſs to prepare 
themſelves, to be worthy re- 
ceivers of ſuch great benefits. 
And that is not hard to do. 
For, having learned your 
Catechiſm, or the ſhort In- 


*. 


truction in the common- 


prayer- book, to be learned 
by every perſon that is — 
tized ; and then ſeriou 
conſidered the promiſe that 
Was made at your baptiſm 
in your name, w which is there 
explain'd 


ESA 23 


explain'd ; you ſhould, in 


the next place, take the firſt 


opportunity to have the be- 
nefit of confirmation: Where- 
in you both openly renew the 
3h ſolemnpromi/eand vow made 
in your name at your bap- 
tiſm, ratifying and confirm- 
ing the ſame in your own 
perſon, and acknowledging 


r yourſelf bound to believe and 


© Il doallthoſe things which your 
godfathers and godmothers 


alſo by the laying on of 


. hands have more of the di- 


vine grace imparted to you, 
Ito confirm and ſtrengthen 
ou in your Chriſtian re ſalu- 
tion, that you may continue 


P his for ever. TA 

ly After this, you may, with- 

- ut any ſcruple, look upon 

- yourſelf as having a right to 
2 


then undertook for you; and 


” n * —— 
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the 


TH aten 

the ſacrament of Chriſt's bo- 
dy and blood. And the beſt . 
preparation to it will be, 
I. To endeavour faithfully 
to live according to your bap- 
tiſinal vow, And forthatend,4 
to call to mind every day how 
ſolemnly youdid ſucha time, 
in the preſence of God and r 
ſuch a congregation, ratify r 
and confirm that vow; and a 


alſo promiſed, that, by God 7 


grace, you would Tete la- 74 
bour to obſerve ſuch things 
as by your own confeſſioſſ y 
you have aſſented unto. 7 
They are theſe three: Fi ts 
That you ſhould renounce i v 
Devil and alhþis works, 1 f. 
pomps tomb. thiswic to 
ed world', with qgovetous oy th, 
frres of the ſume r the fin bi; 
luſts of the fleſh; that 14 bi, 


will rot follow nor be led by e 
- Second! 


for the Communion. 2; 
Secondly, That you ſhould be- 
lieve all the articles of the chri- 
Kian faith. And Thirdly, That 
you 2 keep God's holy will 
and commandments, and walk 
in the ſame all the days of your 
life. 
47 Now thoſe command- 
ments which you have pro- 
miſed to keep, you are taught 
afterward, contain your 4 uty 
towards Ged, and your duty © 
towards your neighbour. 
Your duty towards God, 
you are inſtructed, is this: 
To Believe in him, to fear him, 
to love him, with all my heart, 
with all my mind, with all my 
foul, and with all my ftrength, 
to worſhip him, to give him 
thanks, id put my whole truſt in 
him,to call upon him, to honour 


bis baly 1 name and his ward, 


8 An 


26 Preparation | 


and ſerve him truly all the days 


of my life. 


Then follows your duty 


towards your neighbour, in 


theſe words, as you yourſelf 
are taught to confels ; 


My duty towrds my neigl- 
Sour, is to love him as my ſelf, 
10 do to all men as [would they 
ſhould do unto me, to love, bc- 


nour and ſuccour my father and 


mother; to honour and obey 
the Ring, and all that are put 
in authority under him; t0 
ſubmit my ſelf to all my go- 


ver nors, teachers, ſpiritual 
paſtors and maſters, to order 
myſelf lowly and rcverently to 
all my betters; to hurt no body 
by werd or deed ;, to be true 


and jiift in all ny d:alings ; 
to bear no malice ner hatred 


in my heart, to heep my hands 


from picking and ſlealing, and 


* 


7 


for the Communion, 27 


my tongue from evil-ſpeaking, 
lying and ſlandering ; io keep 
my body in temperance, ſober- 
neſs and chaſtity ; not to covet 
nor defire other mens goods, 
but to learn and labour truly 
do get mine own living, and to 
„, do my duty in that ſtate of 
WW fe unto which it hall leaſe 
c- God to call me. 

All theſe things you pro- 
miſed with your own mouth, 


before God and his people 


(when you were confirmed) 
x that you would be careful to. 
1 


p obſerve: and muſt therefore 
26 make this the conſtant nor 
of your life; and call upon 
Ged, by diligent prayer, ut 
his ſpecial grace, without 
which you will not be able 
red to ſerve him. 

Which if you do- ſincere- 
and ly, then, EE: 


28 Preparation 


III. I would adviſe you, 
every evening, before you go 
to ſleep, to take ſome time to 
think how well you have 
kept your reſolution, andob- 
ſerved this rule : and where 
you find you have fallen ſhort 
of it, or done contrary to it, 


to make a new reſolution to | 


be more careful the next day. 
And if you be able to ſetdown 
in writing thoſe negligences, 
or breaches of your covenant 
with God, when you take no- 
tice of them; you will have 
the leſs to do when the op- 
portunity of communicating 
approacheth ; For then, 
IV. Laſth, You can, with 
much eaſe, examine your- 
ſelves before the Communi- 
on, and have a full account 
of your life and converſation 
ready at hand. About which 
you 


for the Communion, 29 
you will be lamentably puz- 
led, and long in drawing 1t 
up, if you do not conftantly 
make ſome obſervation how. 
things go with you: but in 
this method ſhall be able pre- 
ſently, and without any per- 
plexity, to underſtand cer- 


tainly and clearly in what caſe 


you are. And ſo you have no- 
thing farther to do, by way 
of preparation to the Sacra- 
ment, but only, fr/t, ſorrow- 
fully to bewail your ſinful- 
neſs, and to confeſs your- 
ſelves to Almighty God : 
and that, ſecondly, with a full 
purpoſe of amendment of 
life, and of greater diligence 
and watchfulneſs hereafter, 
eſpecially in thoſe particulars 
wherein you have miſcarried. 
(For ſorrowful confeſſion 
and affliction of ſpirit for 
„ ſins 


30 Preparations 


- fins is not ſufficient ; but 


| muſt end in this unfeigned 


reſolution.) And if you find, . 
thiraly,that your offences are 
not only againſt God, but alſo 


againſt your neighbours; then 
(as you are directed in the 


communion-ſervice) toreconcils 
yourſelves unto them : Being 


ready to make reſtitution and 
ſatisfaftion, according to the 


utmoſt of your powers, for all | 


injuries and wrongs done by 
you to any other; and being 


_ ready likewiſe to forgive others | 
that have offended you, as ye | 
would have forgiveneſs of 


your offences at God's hand. 


2 l f 


= DI 


Br mm th 5 ion oh ns . Cc Dc 0 oo 


When all this is done, 


then you ought not to diſ- 


courage yourſelves with a 
fancy of your unworthineſs 


to partake of that holy table | 
to which you Are * d. | 
= or 


for the Communion. 41 


For you will always be un- 

_ F worthy in the ſtricteſt ſenſe. 
of the word, but are really 
WH worthy in God's Ss account, 
> & when youare thus diſpoſed ; 

L and ſenſible, at the leaft, of 
your unworthineſs of ſuch 
great bleſlings as God of his 
g 7 goodneſs is deſirous to be- 
4 ſtow upon you. 

Ye Nor ought thoſe words of 
8. Paul to affright you, as I 
find they have done many, 
' 1 Gr. xi. 29. He that eateth 
rs 8 andadrinkethunworthily,eateth 
ye and drinteth damnation to him- 
of elf, not diſcerning the Lord's 
a body. 

le, For, Firſt, the damnation 
iſ- here ſpoken of, or judgment 
(as it is in the margin of the 
bible) is not unto eternal 
death; but unto ſickneſſes, 
weakneſſes, temporal death 


v4 at - 


_ 
ne 
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at the moſt ; as appears from 
the following words, v. 30. 
which I deſire you to read 
th the other. And ſecond- 


ty, even this judgment might 


have been prevented if the 3 
church had done it's duty, 
and exerciſed it's cenſures 
upon particular offenders; 
as appears by the next words, 


V. 31. And thirdly, this di- 


vine judgment whatſoever it 
was, into which they were | 


condemned,was intended as 
a mercy to them on whom it 
was inflicted, v. 32. But, 
fourthly, they who are pre- 


pared in ſuch manner as TI | 


have directed, need not fear 
ſo much damnation or judg- 
ment, as this comes to; for 
they do examine themſelv2s, 

and diſcern the Lord's beay, 
underſtanding what they go 
about; 


wy ok „„ ooh ac 
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about; and fo are not liable 
to that ſentence of condem- 


nation which the A poſtle 
threatens to thoſe rl 5 were 


not thus diſpoſed. 
e TS A v. 
„4 Prayer for that morning 
n = rw hen youintend to receive; 
by which may be uſed any 
3 


time before. 
, | Eſides thoſe uſual pray” 


ers wherein you con- 
ſtantly recommend yourſelf 
it to God, and give him thanks 
5 for his daily benefits, it will 
be fit to make a particular 
application of yourſelf to 
him, for his gracious aſſiſt- 


. ance, and his bleſſing upon 
or vou in that holy duty, after 
2, this manner. 

Hy, O Lord, I moſt humbiy 


abaſe my fr before thee, c- 
B 5 fig 


7 R 
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Feſſing that I am unworthy of 


any of thoſe mercies which 1 
enjoy, in common, with the 
reſt of thy creatures. For 1 

have too much forgotten thee 

my Creator, and Jeſus Chriſt 

my Redeemer ;, whom I have 

many ways offended, either 
through ignorance, or neg- 
ligence, or wilful ſins. | Here 

mention the particulars out 

of your daily obſervations. 

And yet jo great is thy good. 


neſs, thou art fleaſed to giv'y 


me an «opportunity to partake! 
of thy exlraordinary love ani 


kindneſs in thy dear Son, the 


Lord Jeſus. For I am inv/tei 


by his miniſter to come and 


feoſt with him at bis table 
by a thankful commemor al1io! 
of the offering he made of bit 
own body and blood upon tht 
croſs for us. 


Mm 


of 
ha 


Ani ft 


_— FF __Y 


A Prayer. 35 
Y And I am very deſirous to 
„% $9, i, thou wilt but be pleaſed 
-} graciouſly to pardon all my 
ve, Paſt offences, either againſt 

a „bee, or againſt my neighbour ; 
and to accept of my hearty ſor- 

| row for them, and unfeign:d 
reſolution to do my endeavour 
to amend them. 

O be merciful unto me, be 
merciful unto me, I moſt hum- 
bly beſeech thee, for the ſake of 
. | Jeſus Chriſt 200 died for me. 
„% Aud the I am unworthy ſo 
much as, at any time, to ap- 
= proach into thy preſence ; yet 

do not reject me now, but per- 
mit me t0 come even unto thy 
holy table. 

For which, if I am in any 
meaſure prepared, 1t is to be 
aſcribed to thy grace, which 
hath wrought ſuch good diſpo- 
ſilions in me; and therefcre 
326 55 
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will, I hope, ſtill ſo aſſiſt me, 
that I may not bean unwelcome 
gueſt unto thee ;, but be filled 
with ſuch a lively ſenſe of thy 
love to me, and with ſuch a 


fincere and ardent love to thee, 
and with ſuch ſatisfattion of 


heart in being one of thy ſer- 
vants, that I may be more ſor - 
rowful than ever, that ] have 
offended thee, and more ſted- 
faſtly reſolved to be ſtrictiy 
obedient to thee. IE 
And, O moſt gracious God, 


let me find, I bcſecch thee, all 


ſuch godly reſolutions in me 


more confirmed and ftrengthned 
by the heavenly food thou haſt 
prepared for me. O that (as I 


ftand already engaged by for- 
mer vows which I have upon 
me, ſo) I may faithfully and 


! 
| 


chear fully obey thy holy wil! 


in all things, and daily in- 
=T creaſe 
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creaſe in thy boly ſpirit more 
and more, until I come to thy 
everlaſting kingdom. 

Hear me, O Lord, and 


help me jo to perform my duty 


| 


1 


in every part of that holy 
action, which I am going to 


do in remembrance of my Sa- 


viour, that I may not only at 
preſent rejoice* in his love to 
me, but be excited \thereby to 


do the reſt of my duty better, 
and with more delight all the 


days of my life. Which I 


humbly beg through his merits 


and mediation ; to whom 
with thee, O Father, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour, 
glory and praiſe both now 


and for evermore, Amen. 


CHaAP. 


38 
CHAP YL 


The manner of receiving. 
Hus I have led you to 


the holy communi- 
on; and now you will expect 
I ſhould inſtruct your beha- 
viour there. I know noplain- 
er or more natural method, 
than to dire& you what to 
do in every part of that di- 
vine ſervice. 

When the ſermon there- 
fore is done, and you are 
conveniently placed; that 
you loſe no time, (while the 
miniſter is making himſelf 
ready, and the congregation 
that doth not receive is diſ- 
miſſing) repeat the prayer 
above written, or ſome part 
of it. 

When you ſee the miniſter go- 
ing up to officiate, ſay, 
Bleſſed 


33 


The manner, &c. 39 
Blefled be the Lord for 


his miniſters, the ſtewards of 
the myſteries of God : eſpe- 
cially for thoſe faithful and 
wife ſtewards whom the 
Lord hath made rulers over 
his houſhold, to give them 
meat in due ſeaſon, Mar. 
XX. 4. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
IT/hben he begins the offertory, 
| ſay, | 
Let every oneof our pray- 
ers, together with our alms 
and oblations, come up for a 
memorial before the Lord : 
whoſe holy angels I believe 
are preſent at theſe ſolem- 
nities. 
A poor ſervant may add: 
The Lord accept of my 
poor mite, who have little 
to offer, but my ſelf, and 
all that I can do ; which I 
dedicate to his ſer vice. 


Then 


40 The manner 
Then awaken yourſelf to 
accompany the miniſter in 
the prayer for the whole ſtate 
| of Chriſt's Church, &c. and 
5 attend diligently to the fol- 
f lowing exhortation, which 
begins with theſe words, 
Dearly beloved in the Lord; 
which the miniſter ought 


with much affection. 


earneſtly as you are able; in 
the general confeſſion ; and re- 
ceive the ab/o/ution(with the 
comfortable words of Chriſt 
and his apoſtles that follow 
after) as you would do the 
molt joyful news in the 
world; ſtirring up your- 
ſelves (as the miniſter ex- 
horts you, when he faith, 
Lift up your hearts) to bleſs 
and praiſe the Lord, toge- 

3 ther 


to ſpeak, and you hear, 


Then join as heartily and 
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0 cher with all the heavenly 
NF hoſt, for ſuch everlaſting 
e Þ conſolation and good hope, 
8 as he hath given us, through 
his grace in Chrift Jeſiss. 

h For thoſe precious promi- 
* | ſes ought to be ſweeter to 


* Þ you ſ(as' the Plalmilt ſpeaks) 
than the honey and the 


"> honey comb: far dearer than 
thouſands of geld and /iver. 
« And now you may be afiur- 


ed (tho? unworthy to gather 
; the crumbs under his table) 
i | that receiving the creatures 
of bread and wine, accord- 
ing to Christ's inſtitution, in 
remembrance of his death 
and paſſion, you ſhall be 
- 8 partakers of his moſt bleſſed 
Body and Blood. Unto which 
„words, in the prayer of con- 
ſecration, ſay, ſecretly to 
-- IR yourſelf, Amen, Amen. 
er „ 
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When the miniſter himſelf 


communicates, ſay, 

The Lord hear thee. The 
Lord remember all thy of- 
ferings, and accept thy ſa- 


crifice : grant thee thy heart's 


defire, and fulfil all thy pe- 
titions, both for thyſelf and 
for us, and for all his people. 


When you are going to ap- 


proach to the Lord's Table, 

Propound to yourſelf, by 
way of queſtion, the invita- 
tion which the miniſter hath 
given you, ſaying, Do J 


trug and earneſtly repent me 


of my fins ? and am I in love 
and charity with my neigh- 
bours ? and intend to lead a 
nero life, following the com- 
manaments of God, and walk- 


ing from henceforth in his 


holy ways ? 


(And finding yourſelf a- 


ble 


of Recerving. 43. 
ble to return the anſwer of a 
good conſcience,reſolve,as it 
„there follows, )' Then I will 
_ IB draw near with faith,and take 
this holy ſacrament to my 
confort. 
I ben you are placed there, ſay, 
Lord, what am I, that thou 
: ſhould'ſt be thus gracious to 
„ me? What an honour is it, 
that I am invited hither to 
y feaſt at thy table, upon the 
body and blood of my bleſ- 
h ſed Saviour? To receive the 
I pledges of his love, and to 
ne ingage my love to him? 
de Which I defire may abound 
h. more and more towards him, 
a and towards mychriſtian bre- 
n- thren, and towards all men. 
14. | Phenthe minifter bath delive- 
red thee the bread, conclud- 
ing in theſe words |[-- Feed 
on him in thy heart,by age 
with thankſgiving, Iſay, 1 
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I do believe, O Lord, that 
thou art the bread of life, 
which came down from hea- 
ven, by whom we are nou- 
riſhed to eternal life. And I 
| thank thee, with all my ſoul, 


that thou haſt both taught us Þ 
the way of God in truth; and 
alſo died for our ſins, and roſe | 
again to give us hope of that | 


immortal life. Bleſſed be thy 
name, I have now, by thy 


own appointment, received | 


the ſacred pledge and earneſt 


of it: Wherefore my ſoul | 
doth magnify the Lord, and | 


my ſpirit rejoiceth in God 
my Saviour. Whoſe grace! 
truſt will be with my ſpirit, 
that I may rejoice in the Lord 


alway,and ever delight in all 


well-doing Amen. 
Or this, 


1 as O bleſſed Jſus ; 
that 


of Receiving, 45 
that thou art the Lord of all, 
and give thee*'moſt humble 
and hearty thanks, for calling 
me to the knowledge of thy 

race and to faith in thee, 
beſeeching thee, that as 1 


have now received this new 


token of thy love, (bleſſed he 
thy goodneſs) ſo thou wilt 


ever be my God, and by con- 


tinuance in well doing bring 


me to everlaſting life. Amen. 


A ſhorter after the bread.” 
I thank thee, O Lord, for 


calling me into this ſtate of 


ſalvation, and for giving me 
this new pledge of thy conti- 
nued love. Aſſiſt me with 
thy grace to do my duty to 
thee and to my neighbour 


ſo faithfully, that I may 
abide in thy love for ever, 


J through Jeſus Chriſt, 8c. 


After you have received the 
FE cup, 
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cup, when the miniſter con- 
cludes, with theſe words, [ 
And. be thankful,) ſay, 

I thank thee, O Lord of 
heaven and earth, that thou 


wouldſt condeſcend to take 


our nature upon thee, and 
therein ſuffer for our ſins; 
yea ſhed thy precious blood 
upon the croſs for our re- 
demption. Glory, honour, 
bleſſing and praiſe be unto 
thee, O Lord ;.to whom, in 
all reaſon, [ought henceforth 


to live, and notunto myſelf. 


And therefore here I devote 
my ſelfto thy faithful ſervice, 
and reſolve, if need be, even 
to take my croſs, and follow 


thee. Aſſiſt me, good Lord, 


and make me partaker of all Þ 


the benefits of thy death and | 


paſſion; according as thou 
feeſt me ſincerely reſolved 1 
al 


of Receiving, 47 
all things for ever to obey 
thee, Ainen. Or this, 
Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, 
and all that is within me bleſs 
his holy name. Bleſs the 
Lord, O my ſoul, and for- 
d get not all his benefits: who. 
torgiveth all thy ſin, and hath 
nov, filled thy mouth with 
good- things, and who giveth 
thee hope of better in eternal 
life. Sanctify me wholly, O 
Lord, that F may not fall 
th hort of it; but my whole 
ſpirit and ſoul and body may 


- be preſerved blameleſs un- 
% to the coming of our Lord 
ice, 

en Jeſus. Amen. 

A ſborter after the cup. 
I thank th 

Yd, thank thee again, 


Lord. for thy wonderful love 
in ſending thy Son to lay 
down his life, and in making 
me partake of the benefits of 
L Sprecious blood ſhed for us.. 
Preſerve 
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of thy love; and thereby 
Preſerve me holy and without 
blemiſn to the ſecond coming 


higheſt ſatisfaction I have i 
this world, that I am be 
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Preſer ve in me for ever a ſenſe 


| 2 
of our Lord Fe/us. Amen, 


After you or» gone from the 
Lora*s-tabie to your ſeat, tay, 


Bleſſed be the Lord, for 


<vfS © ow aa . _ 


his exceeding great grace and 
mercy to us in Chrijs Feſus 


F 
h 
h 
Bleſſed be the Lord who t! 
hath called me into fellow- tl 
ſhip with himſelf, and with Io 
his Son CHriſt Feſus. Bleſſedſ ag 
be his name, that I have now th 
received the tokens of hö fo 
endleſs love; in which! de 


ought to rejoicewithout ceal- pr; 


ing, as more valuable that 
all the goods of this world. 
It is my joy, O Lord, m 


loved of thee, who art able t 
make me more mr tha 
3 10 
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nic Jean conceive. O preſerve 
by me for ever in thy love; and 
out for that end preſerve in me 
ing the ſame thoughts, reſoluti- 
en. WW ons, and devout affeQtions 
: the W@ which I now feel in my heart. 
ſay, Keep them alive by the 

for powerful aſſiſtances of thy 
andi holy Spirit; of which thou 
e haſt given me an aſſurance in 
whoß thy precious promiſes, and in 
lon·¶ theſe ſacred pledges of thy 
Wirk loving kindneſs. For which I 
eſſelſ again moſt humbly thank 
nov thee, and deſire I may never 
f bs forget how much I am in- 
| debted to thee z but be till 
Kpraiſing thee, and ſaying, 

1 will extol thee, my God, O 
King of Heaven, and I will 
Vraiſe thy name for ever and 
ave ever. 5 . 
Every day will I bleſs thee, 
Wd 7 will praiſe thy name for 
er and ever. e 
C M bil 
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While I live will I praiſe the 
Tord: I will fing Praiſes to my 
Cad, while Thave am being. 
My mouth ſhall f ſpeak the 

 prabſt of the Lord: and let all 
ae bleſs. his holy name for 
even and ever. Amen. 
While otbers ard communicat. 

zng, you may ſay, 

Preſerve us all, O Lord, 
pure and acceptable ſacrifices 
unto thee, that we may be 
all preſented ſpotleſs baſing 
the preſence of thy. glory 
with exceeding joy. 

Or this, 

As we, being many, are 
one bread and one body; (for 
we are all partakers of that one 
bread, and have drunk of the 
ſame cup, ) ſo help us to keep 
the unity of ſpirit in the bond 
of peace; and to love one 
another with a pure heart 
ferve: atly. Or 


n FA 
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O Gad, let all the people praiſe 
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Or this, Rom. xv. 5, 6. 

Now the Godof patience and 
conſolation grant us to be like 
minded one towards another, af 
ter the example of Chriſt Jeſus. 

That we may with one mi 
and one mouth gloriſy God, 
even the Father of our Lord 
feſus Chriſt. 

This may be added, 

Let all th people praiſe thee, 


bee. 
From the riſing of the fun 
unto the going down of the 
ſeme, let the name of our Lord 
be praiſed. 
| Bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord, from this time forth and 
for evermore, 
Upon Chriſtmas-day and ſeven 
days after, you may add this 
to your other devot ions. 
More particularly I now 
55 re- 
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remember, O Lord, thy ſtu- 
pendious love, in ſending thy 
Son, ſo unexpectedly, to viſit 
us, when the world thought 
not of thee, but were ſtran- 
gers, or rather enemies unto 
thee. Bleſſed be the Lord, 

who hath ſo highly honoured 


{ our nature, as to dwell a- 


mong us, and to appear in the 
likeneſs of finful fleſh, Pre- 
ſerve in me ſuch a remem- 
brance of it, that I may never 
diſhonour him nor myſelf, 
by conſenting to any filthi- 
neſs either of the fleſh or ſpi- 
rit: but alway behave my- 
ſelf ſuitably to the relation [ 
have unto him, in righte- 
ouſneſs and holineſs before 
him all the days of my life. 
Amen. 
Upon Eafter-day, and ſeven 


days after. 
I bleſs 


e — 
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I bleſs thee, O Lord, who 
haſt fulfilled thy promiſe unto 
our Saviour, that thou wouldſt 
, not leave his foul in hell, nor 
. ſuffer thy holy One to ſee cor- 
5 ruption. Bleſſed be God, who 
0 hath thereby confirmed our 
d faith in the promiſes he hath 
1 made to us. This is the day 
e or time] the Lord hath made; 
>. 1 will rejoice and be glad in it. 
n- This is the day when my Sa- 
viourwas begotten again from 
the dead; and thereby hath 
begotten us again unto a lively 
hope of immortal life. This 
ts the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes, TheLerd 
hath ſhewed us light ; even the 
light of life. I will offer to him 
therefore perpetuallythe ſacri- 
fice of righteouſneſs, together 
ven Vith theſe ſacrifices of praiſe 
and thankſgiving, for his mer- 
5 cy 
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cy towards us; which I ſee 

by this, endureth for ever. | 

Upon Aſcenſion- day and ſcven * 
days after. | 

gleſſed be God, that I ſce ' 

Jeſus, who was humbled a 

while and made lower than 

the angels, for the ſufferin 

of death, crowned now with 

lory and honour. Lift up 

my heart, O bleſſed Jeſus, to 

that high and holy place, Þ 

where thou art exalted : and | 

keep it fixed there. That ſet- 

ting my affections on things | 

above, where thou art at! 

God's right-hand, I may never 

do any thing that is unworthy 

of my Chriſtian profeſſion: 

but have my converſation in 

heaven; from whence I ex- 

Ur thee, O bleſſed Ze/us,who Þ 
aſt told us, thou art only | 

One before to prepare a place 

r us. Where 
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| whereby thou art able even 


ſpirit of grace, I rejoice to 


of Receromg. 5 5 

Where thou art, O blefſed 
Lord, there let me be allo : 
and at laft change this vile 
body, that it may be faſhion- 
ed like unto thy glorious bo- 
dy, according to the working 


to ſubdue all things unto thy- 
ſelf. EY 3 
Upon Whitſunday and fix 
Dog. 

I rejoice in the comfort 
thou haſt brought us, O holy 


hear (as thou haſt teſtified by 
the wonderful gifts beſtowed 
on the Apoſtles\)that my deareſt 
Saviour is alive; and that he 
lives for evermore, and will 
never ceaſe his love to us, till 
we be there where he is. O 
inſpire me more and morewith 
thy heavenly grace, that be- 
ing ſtedfaſt in this faith I 

| C4 may 


LY 
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may bring forth all the fruits 
of the Spirit; and not only re- 

_ £:ft, but overcome all temp- 
tations in my way to heaven: 

guide me by thy counſel, 
| ſtrengthen me with thy 
might, ſupport me with thy 


comforts in all neceſſities, 


ſtreights and dangers ; that I 


may at laſt ſafely arrive at e- 
ternal glory. Amen. 
Upon the Feaſt of Trinity only. 
Adored be the incompre- 
henſible Majeſty of the eter- 
nal undivided Trinity, in 
whoſe name I was baptized ; 
and whom I humbly worſhip 
with praiſes and thankſgiv- 
ings, ſaying, Gs 
 Blefſed be thy name, O 
God the Father Almighty the 
Creator of heaven and earth; 
in whom we all live, and 
mare, and have our being. 
5 And 
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And bleſſed be the eter- 
nal Son of the Father, our Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, the 
Prince of peace, Who hath. 
purchaſed an eternalredemp- 
tion for us. 

And bleſſed be the holy 
Ghaft the Comforter, who in- 
ſpires me with good thonghts, 
pious deſires, and: godly reſo- 
lutions; and will conduct me, 


CAb. VII. 


Meditations and Proyers af 


terwardou. 


I. there he more time left, 
befone all have communi- 
cated, (as there is generally 
on theſe great feſtiuals, and 
where many receive upar 
other days) yaw may ſpend 
it in meditating, as well as 

">. 8-  -..- 
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you are able, upon the ends 
for which this ſacrament was 
ordained. Turn to the third 
chapter of this book and 

there read them in order. 
I. Saying to yourſelf when 
you think that you have now 
folemnly owned yourſelf to 

be a Chriſtian, Sc. 
O Lord, truly I am thy fore 
want, I am thy ſervant ; I am 
Fenſi ble that I am not my own ; 
for I am bou "gr with a great 
erefore ought to 


my ſpirit, which are God's, 
And, good Lord, aſſiſt me 
(as becomes one who names the 
name of Chriſt) 40 depart from 
all iniquity. 


II. And when you think | 


of the next thing (how thank- 
ful you ought to be to God 


the F — Son, and Holy N 
| Ghoſt) i 


ds 


as 


Lord for all his benefits towards 
but delivered him up for us all, 


think of the third thing, 
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Ghoſt,) you may eaſily turn 
thoſe words you read there 
into a thankſpiving : or have 
ſome ſuch ſhort ejaculation as 


thi 
2 bat ſhall I render unto the 


me ? eſpecially for this, that he 
hath not ſpared bis own Son, 


III. To which you may 
give an anſwer, when you 


[your fidelity to him] ſaying, 
T have fworn, and I will per- 
form it, that I will keep thy 
righteous judgments. 
I have inclined my heart to 
perform thy ſtatutes altoays, 
even unto the end, Pſal. exix. 
105, 112. 
Itiis reaſonable that whatſo- 
ever I ds in word or deed, J 
"0 do all in the name of the 
Cc 0.” . Ls 


ö Go Meditations und 
| Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to S 
God and the Father by bim, t. 
To... 19.. © * Fn 
IV. And when you think n 
 (aftly) of having communi- i 
on with him, ſay, 5 
N bal greater happineſs can 
J wiſh than to be one with 
Chriſt? and to be made par- 
taker with bim in the merits of 
bis death ? whereby I am ſure 
bat all partake with him in 
tbe glory of his reſurrection. 
By this I know that I dwell 
in him, and he in me, becauſe 
be hath given me of his ſpirit. | 
O make me, bleſſed Lord, 
more and more one with thee, 
by making me more perfectly of 
be ſame mind, ſpirit, and diſ- 
Paſition with thee, 
A Prayer at home on that day. 
If you be by ſuch means as 
theſe duly affected with our 
„ 
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Saviour's love toward you, 
the remembrance of it will 


not preſently flip out of your | | 


mind; nor will you be will- 
ing to part with it. And 
while it continues there, it 
will make all your chriſtian 
duty eaſy and delightful; 
and it will be a hard matter to 


perſuade you to offend him. 


Do not fail therefore to en- 


| deavour to preſerve it, by at- 


fecting your heart again with 


| ſuch thoughts as theſe; re- 


peating ſome time or other on 


that day the foregoing medi- 


tations, and adding this 


prayer. 


' Tan never thank thee enough, 
O Father of mercies, and God 


F all comfort, for the innume- 


rable benefits I have received 


from thy bounty; and therefore 


ought to take all opportunities to 
bleſs 
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Bleſs thee, and to ſpeak good of | 


tby name; eſpecially now that 
1 have newly taſted bow graci- 
ous thou art in giving thy only 
Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


not only to die for us, but alſ | 


zo be our ſpiritual food and ſuſ- 
tenance, in that ſacrament 
which I have this day received. 
When 1 think only what a 
kindneſs it is, that I have my 
daily bread, and never want 
things convenient for the ſupport 
aud comfort of this preſent life; 
1 find that Jam indebted to thee 
apon that account, exceeding! 
above all that I can expreſs : 
but that thou art pleaſed to ad- 
mit me to thy own table, and 


there entertain me with the © 


bleſſed hope of being with my Sa- 
viour where be is, and rejoicing 
with him for ever; Lord, hcw 
much aoth it ſurpaſs the bight? 


Wy _ ot Tf. 
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of my thoughts : and with what 
delight and ſatisfatiion ought it 
to fill my heart ? 

Poſſeſs me, I beſeech thee, 
moſt merciful Father, with ſuch 
a lively ſenſe of this love, that 
1 may never forget how happy I 
am, in being ſo nearly related to 
Chriſt Jeſus : but always ac- 


count it ſuch an honour to be one 


of his ſervants, that I may con- 
ſtantly and chearfully obey him; 
and delight in this, and all 
other duties of a Chriſtian life. 
It is @ great favour I ought 
to be ſenſible, that I may have 
the liberty always to reſort unto 
him, as my moſt gracious Lord 
and maſter ;, and enjoy him not 
only in the publick offices of re- 
tigion, but here at home intheſe 
private addreſſes unto him, O 
that by all ſuch means 1 may 
grow more like him ! and carry 


away i 


* 
i 
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k away futh a reſemblance of his 
1 holineſs, goodneſs, humility, 
meekneſs and patience, that 
every body may ſee ] have been 
with Jelus. 
O that there may be ſuch a 
pious ſenſe of his love, and ſuch 
d vout affections towards him 
left in my heart, that I may not 
cantent myſelf merely with my 
daily prayers,, much leſs with 
theſe preſent expreſſions of lave 
to him; but it may be my con- 
ſtant care every. day to approve 
myſelf to him ſo faithfully in all 
well-doing, that I may not be 
afraid to appear again before 
Bim, at the next invitation 1 
have to his table. 
Aud let the hearts of all thoſe 
woo have this day devoully ai. 
tended on thy ſirvice, be joyful 
and glad in thee. Help us all 
to keep ourſelves pure and un- 
d:filed 
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defiled, and to walk ſo fteadily 
in the fear of God, and in the 


comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, that 


others ſeeing our good conver ſa- 
tion in Chriſt, may be in love 
with religion, and glorify thee 
our heavenly Father. © 
Have mercy alſo (as we have 
this day moſs humbly prayed) 
upon the whole church: and fo 
rule the heart of thy choſen ſer- 
vant George, our King and Go- 
vernor, that in all his thoughts, 
words and works, he may ever 
ſeek thy honour and glory: and 


ftludy to preſerve thy people 


committed to bis charge, in 
wealth, peace, and godlineſs. 

Aud grant alſo unto all them 
that are admitted into 1he fel- 
lowſhip of Chriſt's religion, tbat 
they may eſchew thoſe things 
that are contrary to their pro- 
fe on, and follow all ſuch things 
as 


66 - Meditations and 
as are agreeable to the ſam Mio 
for thy dear Son's ſake Jeſu 
_ Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
If this ſeem too long, her; 
follows a ſhorter. | 
I proftrate myſelf here ap ana; 
before thee, O Lord of heav! 
and earth, to bleſs and praiſt 
thee for all thy mer cies toward; 
me; eſpecially for thoſe which 
thou haſt this day beftowed mn 
1 would not be ſo ungratefull 
8s preſently to forget ſucha won. 
der ful grace as thou haſt vouch.¶ all 
ſafed me: but d:fire moſt ears. 
eftly to have a laſting remen- 
brance of it in my heart, prov 
ing me to love and to good works, 
And for that end I now re 
new my bumble ſupplications un. 
to thee, that thou wilt conſtant) 
excite and aſſiſt me by thy hob Di 
Spirit, to walk worthy 9, 7 4 

by i 
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hirh and heavenly calling in 
Chrift Jeſus, by ſuch a ſober, 
ig hteous and godly life, adorn- 
ng his doctrine in all things, that 
Len own me for his good and 
fa: thful ſervant at that great 
day zvhew we ſhall ſee him not 
in theſe ſhadows and figures of 
ard him, but face to face. $2 
bill And have mercy upon thy 
| Mfwbole church: whoſe prayers 
I beſeech thee io hear for every 

eful member of the ſame, more e- 
von. ¶ ſpecially for our Sovereign, and 
uch. all that are in authority under 
an. bim: that by their pious care 
ei © und watchfulneſs, thy church 
vol may joyfully ſerve thee in all 
rh godly quietneſs through Jeſus 
e Chriſt ur Lord. Amen. 

th Cu Ap. VIII. 

hh Direfions for a godly life ſuit- 
" mi able to this holy communion. 
„ I. TAKE 


_  ttfication of it at your con- 
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. JAKE ſome tine 

every day to call to 
mind how much you ſtand 
ingaged to our Saviour Chriſt: 
Firſt, by your baptiſmal voy, 
Secondly, by your ſolemn ra 


firmation; and, Thirdly, by 
your renewing it lately at the 
holy communion, when you 
profeſſed how much you 
were indebted to him, bot 
upon the account of his of 
fering himſelf upon the cross 
for you, and of his givingf 
_ himſelf there again to you. 
II. If theſe three come in- 
to your mind as ſoon as you 
awake in the morning, it wi 
be a great ſecurity to you 
And to make yourſelf more} 
ſenſible of your obligation, 
you may begin the day with 
this reflection. I am not m 
CER _ _ 
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, but the Lord's. He hath 


have devoted myſelf again and 
gain unto bim. Therefore I 
will glorify him with body and 
Jul, P are bis. 
Or to affect your heart the 
more, you may put it thus: 
the O Lor happy am in being en- 
gaged to ſerve ſuch a gracious 
Lord and Maſter as Chriſt Je- 
voti ſus! 1 will never loſe this hap- 
of. pineſ by being unfaithful to him, 
roſg and unmindful of his love. 
vine III. To keep yourſelf ſted- 
u. "Baſt in this reſolution, read 
e in- ſeriouſly every day your duty 
you Goa, and your duty to your 
ba neighbour, as they are plain- 
you {et down in the Church- 
norte C AT ECHISM, See p. 
tion 3. of this book.] And fay 
withſt the end of it, This I have 
„ ien, this I have wowed 
8101, co ben 


\ 


bug bt me wwith a price, ,t 
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when I became a. Chriſtian, 
this I have again confirmed 
and this by God's grace 1 ul 
faithfully perform. 
IV. And reſolve at theſthe) 
ſame time to be watchful allFruit 
_ that day; eſpecially in thoſe 
things wherein you obſerved 
(at your laſt examination of 
yourſelf) you have been maſt 
defective and moſt apt to be 
furprized. Excite yourlelt 
therein to uſe greater dih- 
gence, and ſet a ſtricter guard 
upon your heart; carefully 
avoiding ſuch places, compa- ua 
ny, and occaſions, as have Fece 
been wont to indanger you. (uf! 
And call yourſelf to an ac-/ 
eount at night; according to} 
the advice, p. 33. of this be 
5. There is no body ſure 
ſo imployed, but may find 
| | Time 
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jan. Mime for ſuch ſhort. exerciſes 
« theſe, In which if they 
yould be (eriqus, and not 
ubber them over too faſt ; 
Rey would find the happy | 
ruit of them in their hearts 
and lives. And to make them 
he more effectual, add this 
bort prayer, as oft as you 
m, every day. 
Almighty God, who haſt 
ven thine only Son to be un- 
ja us both a ſacrifice for fin, 
ud alſo an example of godiy 
fe; give me grace that 1 
may always moſt thankfully 
ective that his ineſtimable be- 
fit, and alſo daily endeavour 
myſelf to follow the bleſſed fieps 
F his moſt holy life, — 
be ſame Jeſus Chriſt our 
| 997] Amen. 1 
VI. If your buſizels be 
Joch, that you cannot every 
} 1 | | 
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day read over your duty to 
| God, and your duty to your 
neighbour : do not fail to do 
it once or twice a Week : and 
pauſe a while at the end of 
every particular, ſaying, This 
is my duty; this I will do by 
God's grace; and at the end 
of all (to make your __ 
the more effectual) ſay, ! 
heartily thank our heaven) 

Father, that be hath called me 
upon theſe terms) into the 

fate of ſalvation , and I be- 

eech him to give me his grace, 
that I may continue inthe ſame 
unto my life's end. 

VII. Reſolve alſo by this 
means to fit yourſelf to receiv: 
the holy Communion as often as 
you can: remembring that, as 
by baptiſm you are made a 


member of Chriſt, and enter}; 


into the ſtate of ſalvation ; ſo 


1 * 
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by this communion with him, 
you continue in that bleſſed 
ſtate, which they cannot juſt- 
ly pretend unto, who con- 
ſtantly negle& to do this in 
remembrance of Cbriſt. They 
give no ſufficient teſtimony 
that they are of the chriſtian 
ſociety; nor have any reaſon 
to look upon themſelves as 
living members of Chriſt, 
and in a ſtate of ſalvation, - 

At beſt they are but half 
Chriſtians, being only baptiz- 
ed into Chriſt; but having 
no communion with him in 
the other ſacrament which 
he hath appointed, and which 
their baptiſm ingaged them 
to receive. | 

VIII. And if you do not 
come up to your reſolution 
in every thing, but find 
ther you have ſeveral ways 
D failed 


* 
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failed the performance of 
your duty to God and your 
neighbour; let not that hin- 
der you from going to the Com- 
union, when you have op- 
portunity. But only hum- 

ble yourſelf the more before 
God by unfeigned repen- 
tance, and go to ſtrengthen 
your chriſtian reſolution, by 
receiving the ſpiritual food 


for you; and beſeech him 
to impart more ſpiritual 
ſtrength unto you. 

IX. And if you ſtill ſtart 
back again, let not that diſ- 
courage you, nor make you 
think you ſhall never grow 
better: But hope in God ra- 
ther, that by the conſtant and 
frequent uſe of this and all 
other holy means, you ſhall 


vable 


which Chriſt hath prepared 


at laſt be ſtedfaſt and unmo- 


4 all 
ſhall 


Imo- 
vable 


—— 
* 
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vable in well-doing. You 
will never be ſo if you leave 


off to eommunicate; but 


you will grow more and more 
careleſs in other things, and 


therefore continue to do this, 


as Chriſt bids you; and do it 
for this end, that you may 
tie yourſelf faſter to him, and 


increaſe in power and ſtrength 


to have victory, and to tri- 


umph over the Devib the 


world and the fleſh. 
KX. And laſtly, be not hin- 


| dered Ly doubls and ſcruples 


(wherewith many are wont 


to +> wing and diſhearten 


themſelves) from receiving 


the benefit of frequent com- 


munion. I have not room to 


conſider them all in this little 


book ; but if any perſon can- 
pot in this way, which I have 
directed, fatisfy his conſci- 

D 2 ence, 
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ence, let him not fail to fol- 


low the counſel which is gi- 
ven him in the Communion- 
ſervice, which is, to go 10 his 
guide, or ſome other diſcreet 


and learned miniſter of God's 
word, and open his grief to 


him, that by the miniſtry of | 
God's holy word he may receive 


the benefit of abſolution, toge- 
ther with ghoſtly counſel and 
advice, to the quieting of his 
conſcience, and avoiding of all 


ſeruple and doub!fulneſs. 


And to excite you to this, 
conſider withyourſel ves, how 
much more reaſon you have 
to he afraid of ſtaying away, | 


than you have to be afraid of 


going to the Communion ; 


there being a plain com- 
mand for your receiving it; 
and nothing but your own 
fear 


Touching Doubts, &c. 7 7 
fears and ſcruples to * 
you from it. 


Cn ap. IX, 


Doubts and Scruples. 


T will do ſome ſervice, 


perhaps, to well diſpoſed 


ſouls, if I ſhew how eaſily 


ſome of their moſt common 
ſeruples may be ſatisfied (if 
they will but adviſe with 
God's miniſters about them;) 
though I cannot inſiſt upon 
all the cauſes of their doubt- 
fulneſs. I will beſtow this 
chapter therefore upon that 
buſineſs. _ 

I. We hear ordinarily this 
objected to us, when we tell 
men of their negle& of this 
duty, 1 do not delight in that, 
nor in other holy duties; and 

TE 3 there- 
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therefore to what pur poſe is it 
to do them? 5 
Ihe plain anſwer is this; 
ff you prefer the doing of! 
il your duty before your plea- to 
ſure, or your gain, then you 
cannot but take a rational ſa- gr 
tisfaction (if you underſtand in 
yourſelf ) in what you have || tt 
done. 8 Z 

Nay, if you conſider it 
well you will have a high 
ſatisfaction, proportionable to 
the greatneſs of the pleaſure, 
or the worldly advantage, 
which you denied for God's 

A Lg 
Who, you muſt remem- 
ber, is ſatisfied in your doing 
what you can, ( eſpecially 
| when you are tempted ano- 
il ther way;) and therefore ſa 
ll ſhould you be too: 
' Hoping that by conſtant 


„ q 0 Fwy & Re 2 2m 


LTH practice 


©. mf 
* E 


and Scruples. 79 


ice of virtue, he will 


give you that delight in it, 
. you deſire. 


I am ſure this is the way 
to get it, if it be to be had. 
1I. Others complain of a 
great dulneſs that is upon them 
in boly duties; which makes 
them to have no liſt to them. 
This doth not differ much 
from the former; and there- 
fore I ſhall only add, that 
when you have taken all the 
pains with yourſelf which I 
have directed in the forego- 
ing chapter, you ought not 
to be troubled at your dul - 
neſs; but aſcribe it either to 
your natural conſtitution, or 
to ſome preſent indiſpoſition 
of body. Neither of which 
is in your power to remedy 3 
but only 8 unto and 
endure with patience. ö 
„ In 


80 Touching Doubt 
Ihn ſhort, let not this afflict 
you, much lefs hinder your 
communicating z if by your 
receiving the Holy Commu- 
nion, you find that you are 
made more careful in your 
conſtant duty. 
III. But the greateſt dil- 
couragement of all is this, J 
do not profit by the Holy Com- 
munion, nor grow one jot the 
better by receiving it ſo often. 
Which language is not more 
common, than it is for the 
moſt part caufleſs. For as 
many people think they do 
grow better, when they do 
not ; ſo others think they do 
not, when they do ; becauſe 
neither of them know what 
it is to de better. 
Ex mine yourſelves there- 
ſore by your Duty to God, 
and your duly to your neig h- 
„ e = 
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zour; and try whether they 
be better performed or no, 
ſince you received the Holy 
Communion. 

Let poor ſervants, for in- 
ſtance, examine whether they 
order themſelves more lowly 
and reverently to all their 
betters ; and be careful to be 


Juſt and faithful ; to govern 
their tongues alſo, and to ab- 


ſtain from evil ſpeaking as 
well as ſtealing, &c. And more 
eſpecially, whether they grow 
more contented in that ſtate 
and condition of life, into 
which God hath been pleaſed: 
to call them. Theſe are ſub- 
ſtantial ſigns of growing bet. 
ter, by which you make a true 
judgment of yourſelves; ard | 
either be rid of your fcruple, / 
or know how to be rid of it 
* endeavouring ſeriouſly. to 
: D LY wg 
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improve in ſuch Virtues, 
In like manner, children 
ſhould examine themſelves a- 


bout the ſame reverence and 
lowlineſs; and whether they 
Honour their parents more] 


than heretofore; and ſubmit 


_ themſelves to all their gover · 
nors, teachers, and ſpiritual Þ 


ſtors, or maſters. 


And all young peopleſhould Þ 
examine whether they keep 


their bodies more ſtrictly in 


temperance, ſobriety and chaſti. 


ty ; becauſe they have great- 
eft temptations to the vices 
that are contrary to thek 

chriſtian duties. 
And here it will be fit to 
mention one thing of which 
many complain, That by 
are troubled with the motion, 
of carnal luſts, unto which 
youth is naturally m___ 
c 


and Seruples, $5 
eg. The anſwer is, That it 1 
en cannot be otherwiſe, if they 
a. be in health; and therefore 
nd there needs the greater care 
ey and diligence to preſerve 
bre themſelves pure and unde- 
nit! filed : Which they may do, 
er. | tho they feel ſuch motions, 
nal! if ſo be 1 do not follow 
them, nor ſuffer themſelves 
nd to be led by them to any act 
which God hath forbidden. 
i That's all you promiſe in 
i. baptiſm, 70 renounce the luſts 
at- F the fleſh, ſo as not to follow 
ces ¶ em, nor be led by them. Luſts, 
eſe {that is, deſires, you may 
have, and will feel, and they 
to cannot be perfectly ſubdued· 
nch But they do not defile you, 
by if they do not obtain your |} 
conſent to them. And all that 
you have to do, is, To re- 
fuſe to follow them whither 
Fa n Ty 
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1 they would carry you; and 
to reſolve not to ſatisfie them 

m any way, but that which 
God allows. 


And after the frac man- | 


ner you muſt examine your. 
ſelves about your duty 10 God, 
Whether you beheve more 
heartily and firmly what 


s | Chrift hath taught you in his 


ſpel, and are verily per- 
faded of it, ſo that 25 
fear to offend him; and e- 
ſteem his promiſes far above 
all riches; and think your- 
| ſelves exceeding rich in faith 
and hope, though otherwiſe 
Fou be poor and low in the 

world. Theſe are the bt 
figns of improvement, 
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Directions in caſe of frequent 


relapſes into fin. 


UT ſuppoſe a man fre- 
quently relapſe into 
thoſe fins which he conftant- 
ly reſolves againſt, and ſo-ͤ— 


lemnly promiſes to. forſake; 12 : 
what ſhall be done in that | al 


caſe? To this I anfwer. 

I. That it is his duty to 
judge and condemn himſelf 
ſeverely for it: So I think 
this ought to be a part of the 
fentence he pronounces a- 
rn himſelf, to judge him- 


| felf unworthy to partake of | 1 
the Holy Communion. For 


ſo the Church would judge, 
if it knew what it was, and 
did exerciſe it's diſcipline 10 { 
on ſuch offenders, II. 


=> — 
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\ II. And therefore looking || ye: 
upon himſelf to be as vile as an- 
a dog that returns to his vo- 
mit, Jet him accordingly re- I wy 
frain from the table of the Þ 
i Lord, till he be ſufficiently Jas 
=. humbled, and ſo ſenſible of ju 
| thisfin, and of the wes op as ea 
do grow more careful, and th 
better reſolved. =— 
III. Which is to be hoped I hi 
he will be, if he for this rea- G 
ſon, and no other, forbear to I a1 
approach thither ; becauſe he Þ 1; 
| looks upon himſelf as too vile a 
| toenjoyſuch aprivilege: Not I y 
ſtaying away out of careleſs- o 
| neſs,and lothneſs to take pains 
| with himſelf, much leſs de- J is 
| fpair of God's Mercy; but 
ö merely out of a ſenſe of his 
1 ervings, and by way of 
deep humiliation, and to pu- 
0 himſelf for making no 
better 


2 2 vw © 
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og better uſe of his Saviour's love 
48 Þ and kindneſs to him. 
o- IV. If this will not do, he 
re- | muſt add ſome extraordinary 
he Þ means of afflicting his ſoul, 
tly as the ſcripture ſpeaks ; by 
of judging himſelf unworthy to 
as eat or drink, or enjoy any of 
nd ¶ the good things of this world: 
and accordingly caſting down 
ed ¶ himſelf upon the earth before 
4a | God, with faſting, weeping, | Wl 
to and mourning; bewailingand | Wl 
he lamenting his ſad condition, {| WM 
le as we are wont todo a friend "8 
ot | when we fear he is a dying, 
S- orin great danger of it. 
* V. And if ſtill he find he 
& is not ſafe, he muſt after all 
ut adviſe with ſome diſcreet mi- 
18 | nifter of God's word, as 
of with a ſpiritual phyſician; | 
'- Þ| defiring to know what courſe | 
O | to take, that he may get the 
{80 maſtery 


1 
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maſtery of thoſe unruly luſts Do 
which are too hard for him. 
VI. And when he comes 
for this ghoſtly counſel and 
advice, let him not be a- 
ſhamed plainly to confeſs his 
fins, and to open the whole 
| Rate of his ſoul before him 
whom he conſults; relating 
how, and by what means he 
comes to be thus entangled 
in the ſnare of the Devil, that ſh 
| he cannot get out of it. 
VII. Be ſure you conquer 
the lothneſs you will find in 
yourſelf to make this diſco- 
very, for fear it diſgrace you [ſl 
1n his opinion. And convince 
{ yourſelf, that you ought the 
rather to confeſs your fins 
ingenuouſly, that you may fror 
take ſhame to yourſelf, and 
S | Hy yourſelf low in the pre- 
I ſence of God and his — 
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fits Do it as part of your Humi- 
n. ; tation. 
zes VIII. Whereby he will be 
nd able to judge what remedies 
a- are moſt proper for your cure, 
his I when he knows the cauſe and 
ole the root of your diſeaſe. 
im When you deal ſincerely with 
ing him, he will be able to tell 
you of what nature and de- 
gree your fin is, and whence 
t proceeds; whether it be 
from idleneſs, or ill compa- 


uer Iny, or careleſſneſs in your de- 
11n Nrotion, or neglect of ſerious 
co- thoughts to quicken your be- 
you iet, to call to remembrance 
nce your obligations, and to put 


yourſelf in mind of the great 
account you muſt give; or 
from too much confidence of 
yourſelf, want of fear and 
aution, not watching over 
four eyes, or the door of 

your 
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other ſuch like things; which 
he may obſerve and accord- 


ingly give you his directions. Je 


N 


lips, and abundance of fr 


IX. And be ſure you ſub- 


mit to his preſcriptions, and 
be very careful to folloy 
them; for this is the laſt re- 
medy, which you ought to 
uſe with thankfulneſs to God 
for it, and with fear and trem- 
bling, left ye ſhould not be 
the better for it. 


Suppoſe a man had the ſithei 


falling-ſickneſs, what would 


he not give, or do, or ſuffer 
to be freed from it, rather 
than be in continual danger} 
of falling into the fire, orſſc 


water, or other miſchief ! 


Make this your on caſe; for ite 


your frequent falling into ſin, 


notwith anding your reſo- * 
lutions and engagements, isſthe 


far 


4 
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of Yar more dreadful and dange- 


ch Frous, and no means ought to 
rd- Ibe refuſed for a cure of fo 
ns. INgreat an evil. 
ub e 

ind nA. XI. 

ow | | 


re- 7 he duties of Children. 


to | | = \ 
500d FFF\ HIS book being in · 
m- tended for beginners, 
be and ſuch as may be ſuppoſed = 


o have leaſt knowledge of 
their duty; I ſhall conclude 
with a few advices to chil- 
fer eren, to poor ſervants, and to 
ther ſſall forts of Young people $ 
er} The duty of children is 
_ orfſcomprehended in two words, 
ef ! Ito boncur and to obey their pa- 
 forltents. Therefore remember, 
ſin, ] I. It is your duty to Ho- 
eſo· nur your parents, which is 
„ Ithe firſt of all the command- 
ms; ments 


the 
ld 
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ments of the ſecond table: Nor 
And conſiſts, old 
1. In an eſteem of themasſſ . 
your ſuperiors and greateſt ven 
benefactors, and becauſe, un · I be 
der God, they were the au- 51. 
thors of your being, and took. 
care of your education, when inf 
you could not look after one 
yourſelves. e 
2. In a reverent behaviourſſ : 
towards them, even when wh 
they do not perform thei thi 
duty; but provoke you toſ to 
wrath, by their peeviſaf me 
crofineſs. To | 
3. In requiting their love, 
by ſupplying their neceſſities, 
if they fall into a low condi 
tion, and you be able to ſup- - 
port them. Read 1 Tim. v alſc 
4. Matib. xv. 5, 6 Iceall 

4. In bearing with their nat 
infirrnities, either of body] 


Y 
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or mind ; eſpecially in their 
old age, or declining years. 
mas II. Secondly, Obey your pa- 
ateſt rents, (Epbeſ. vi. 1.) ſo as to 
un · be ſubject to them. Luke 11, 
a1. That is, 
ook}. 1. Be ſubject to their good 
zhenflinftructions and admoniti- 
after ons, to which you ought to 
Iliſten diligently. 
jou 2. To their commands; 3 
hen when they bid you do any 
their thing that is not contrary 
1 tof to the divine command- 
viſa ments. | 
3. Totheir correQions al- 
ſo for your faults ; to which 
you ought reverently to ſub- 
mit, Heb. xu. 
10 4. And to their directions 
1. V alſo about the choice of your 
calling; if you have not a 
thei natural averſion to it. 


But 


__ farther. oy 


* 
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5. But eſpecially in the bu- 
ſineſs of marriage; in which 
parents have always had a 
right to diſpoſe of their chul- 
dren : not indeed to forceſſ 
them to marry one whom 
they cannot love; but to o- 
blige them to endeavour to 
love thoſe whom they recom- 1 
mend to their choice. mat 
And when you cannot w 
bring yourſelf to a compli- let 
ance with their deſires in that if tl 
point; you muſt with due re- In 
verence and reſpect diſſent obe 
from them, and humbly be- 
ſeech them to preſs you no 


If they will not hearken to 


your repeated requeſts, you] | 
are not bound (or rather, you Pra 
are bound not) to follow their the 
directions in ſuch a caſe. But $9 
on the other ſide do not mar- Il 
| 8 ry 


bu · ry any body elſe, without 
ick their conſent; unleſs they be 
al ſo unreaſonable, that chey 
hil- vill let you marry none at all; 
reef and you find a neceſſity of it, 
om to prevent your being led a- 
» 0- ¶ way, contrary to your vow in 
toll baptiſm, by fleſhly luſts. 
m- In that caſe repair to the 
magiſtrate, or your miniſter, 
not (who are common parents )and 
pli- Jet them deal with them, and 
that if they cannot prevail, I have 
re- Ino more to ſay about your 
Tent lobedience in this particular; 
be- uſe your liberty prudently, 
_ nofſand with good advice of 
 Ffriends, and due reſpect to 
your parents. 

But (as the Common- 
Prayer Book exhorts you in 
the office of matrimony) Do 
ot enterpriſe nor tate in hand 
uch a nr thing, as mar nis 
141 1 ages 
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age, unadviſedly, lightly or wan. 


tonly, merely to ſatisfy carnal 
luſts and appetites, (like brute 


beaſts that have no underſtand. 


ing :) but reverently, diſcreet- 


ly, adviſedly, and in the fear of 


God, duly conſidering for what 
ends it was ordained: and 


then you cannot do amiſs. 
Be careful in the perfor- 
mances of theſe duties; and 
God (before whom ſuch 
things are good and accepta- 
ble) will give you his blef- 
ſing. Read Ecclęſiaſticus iii 
to v. 17. 


en r. XII. 
The Duties of Servants. 


"T\Hough Servants be not 
now mere ſlaves and 


| bondmen, as they were in th. 


I Apoſtle 


17 
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Apoſtle's days ; yet they are 
in a ſtate of ſubjection, and 
are tied to ſuch obedience as 
we find enjoined in the apo- 
ſtolical writings; even for 
this reaſon, becauſe they are 
now in a far better condition. 
Hearken therefore to your 
duty, as it is plainly ſet forth 


in the holy ſcripture. And 


remember, 3 
I. Firſt of all, that you are 
bound to ſtudy to pleaſe your 
maſters and miſtreſſes, by 
doing as they bid you in their 
buſineſs wherein they imploy 
you, Tit. ii. 9. A branch of 


I which is, (as you will find in 


that place) not to contradict 

them, and ſtand diſputing 
with them; much leſs ought 
you to be ſaucy and irreve- 
rent in all your anſwers, or in 


vour behaviour towards them, 
JI Tim. vi. 1. 


E 1. 


2 
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II. Remember alſo to be 
faithful in your truſt, and ne- 
ver to deceive them, in the 
ſmalleſt matter; but be ſure 
to ſhew all good fidelity, as the 
Apoſtle there teaches you, 
TR. 10. 

III. Part of which fidelity 
is, to be diligent in your bu- 
ſineſs, and to diſpatch it as 
ſoon as you can; and to be 
_ fohcitous alſo to do your work 

well; which St. Peter and St. 
Paul ſeem to mean, when they 
bid you ferve them with all 
fear, 1 Pet. ii. 18. and wil 
fear and trembling, Eph. vi. 5. 


The beſt ruie of which is 


this, to think with yourſelves, 
how you would wiſh others 
fhould behave themſelves to- 
wards you, if you were maſ- 
ters, and they ſervants: and 
do you juſt ſo, now that you 
| are 
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are ſeryants to your maſters, 

IV. And both this dili- 
gence, and ſolicitude, and truſ- 
tineſs, muſt be performed, not 
only when they have their eye 
upon you, but when their 
back is turned; and they are 
abſent from you, Eph. vi. 6. 
Col. iu. 22, If you gad abroad, 
or ſlacken your labour and 


care, when they are not at 


home, or do not ſee you; you 
do not ſerve them as Chriſti- 
ans, that ſtudy to pleaſe God, 
but as vile ſlaves, and men- 
pleaſers, that mind nothing 
but to avoid their anger. 

And here it will be fit to 
give you this caution; that 
you never tell a lie, to ſave 
Jour ſelves a chiding. 

V. Be content alſo with your 

allowance; and ſubmit to ſuch 
reſtraints as they lay upon 
E 2 you: 


any great matter to you; but 
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you: which ſeems to be in. Co 
cluded in the apoſtolical pre- s, 
cept before mentioned, Tit. ii, | bu 
10. For, more than this, you no 
ought to take their hard words, m 
nay, and corrections, patient- th. 
ly: I cannot ſay but you may |} #5 
| ſeek a remedy from your go- ſer 
vernors and theirs, if they a- || he 
buſe you; but a blow that 
does not hurt, much more an 
angry chiding ſhould not ſeem 


you had better bear it, ſaying 
nothing, or meekly praying | 
em to ſpare you, than increaſe 
their wrath by anſwering a- 
gain angrily. Howſoever, all 
ill words are utterly unlaw- 
ful. Read 1 Pet. ii. 18. 
VI. The apoſt le alſo would 
have you to ſerve them with 
good will, Ep. vi. 7. and, What- 
| ſoever you db, to do it heartily, 
| Col, 
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Col. in.23. One note of which 


is, when you go about your 


buſineſs chearfully, and do 
not grumble at your work; 
much leſs grumble at this, 
that you are ſervants, and not 
as good as thoſe whom you 
ſerve. But take care to be as 
humble as your condition. 


It is very uncomfortable to 
your maſters, as well as your- 
ſelves, when you go about 


yourwork with adiſcontented 
ſpirit, and a ſour look, lowring 


and pouting, as we ſpeak: 


which proceeds from hence, 


that thou forget you are ſerv- 


ing the Lord, when you are di- 


ligent in their buſineſs; and 


look upon yourielves only as 
ſervants of men. This the a- 
poſt les correct, when they bid 
you be obedient to your maſ- 


ters, as unto Chriſt ; not with 
1 ge 
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che ſervice, as men-pleaſers, but ). 
as the ſervants of Chriſt; doing the 
the will of God from the heart: be 
with good-will doing ſervice, as 
unto the Lord, and not unto men, 
Ep. vi. 5, 6, 7. Where he four 
times (within the compaſs of 3 |} *: 
verſes) puts you in mind of 
this, that youare doing God's A 
will, and ſerving the Lord I © 
Chriſt, when you are doing || 'P 
their bufineſs, which they 1 4 
enjoin you faithfully. 1d 
I you think of this, you 1 4 
will not go about it heavily 1 
and diſcontentedly; eſpecially 1) 
if you conſider the motive { 
whereby the apoſtle incoura- F S 
ges you, Kn2wing that whatſo- t 
ever goed thing a man doth (tho? t] 
in the meaneſt place) he ſame f 
ſhall he receive of the Lord, I © 
whether he be bond or free, Ep. || © 
vi. 8. Knowing that of the Lord e 


Ye 


N 
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ye ſhall receive the reward of 
the inheritance; for ye ſerve 


the Lord Chriſt, Col. iii. 24. 
VV 
Advices to all young Perſons. 


1.F T is of the greateſt con- 
ſequence, to begin well. 


And therefore at your firſt ſet- 


ting out into the world, take a 
ſpecial care, leſt you contract 
any evil habit; eſpecially of 
idleneſs, the bane of youth; 


and leſt you entertain any pre- 


judices againſt things, before 
you be able to judge; as we 
ſee too many have done a- 
gainſt the common-prayers of 


the church; which they abhor 


they know not why, merely 
from an early diſguſt they 
took to them, before they 


could diſtinguiſh between 


good and evil. 


E 4 II. 


7 
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II. And check your defire 
of pleaſure, which now above 
all other times will intice you: 
and of novelty alſo, which is 
comprehended in the yourhful 
tfts, as we render the words, 
fpoken of in 2 Tim. ii. 22. unto 
which mankind is ſtrangely 
prone in their inconſiderate 
age, loathing ancient forms, 
and craving new entertain- 
ment for their fancies. 

III. Avoid harlots and all 
unclean perſons, as you would 


repeated cautions and admo- 
nitions, which the wiſe man 


matter; read them ſeriouſly, 
Prev.n. 18, 19. ch. v. 3, 4,5. 
ch. vii. the whole chapter, and 
follow his counſels, 0. then 
mourn at the left, when thy 
# 40 and thy 925 are conſumed, 


feying, 


the plague : remembring the 


gives by his ſon about this 
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re | ſaying, how have I bated in- 
ve frufion, and my heart deſpiſ- 
u: ed reproof; and have not obey- 
is ed the voice of my teachers, 
nor inclined my ear to them 
is, that inſt ructed me? 
to IV. In order to chaſtity, 
ly | % each temperate in meat 
ite and drink. Drink no wine; 
is, | which will add fire to fire: 
n- ſtudy hard, or uſe yourſelves 
to labour and watching : a- 
all void all provocation to your 
d carnal appetite. 1 
he | V. Take heed what friend 
o- His you contract: for youth 
an | 1s prone to familiarity, and 
is thereby drawn eaſily into ill 
y, | company. _ TH: 
55 VI. Reverence your elders, 
d Lev. xix. 31. 1 Pet. v. 5, 6. 
6% particularly your tutors an 
by Þ guardians, who are inſtead of 
d, parents. Which reverence is 
. E 3 -to 
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to be expreſſed not merely by "© 
your outward behaviour and © 
in your language; but in de. 
firing their advice, hearken. 1 
ing to their counſels, enter. on 
priſing nothing without their o 


direction, and ſubmitting to 
their reprehenſions. 0 
VII. In order to which || 
ſober minded, as St. Paul eu P 
horts you, 77. ii. 6. Whereby 
he means either /eri0uſne/5,and 
the ſtudy of diſcretion, or hunn. 
lity and modeſty. Which mo- 8e 
deſty is an exceeding grea 
ornament of youth; an in. A 
dication alſo of a good mind, 905 
and a hopeful bloſſom of ex. 


cellent fruit; as one of the N 
ancients ſpeaks. But it doth . 
not conſiſt merely in your 

ge 


looks; but in your low opt 
nion of yourſelves, a ſenſe o q 

Fun ene and weak 
nels, 


\ 0 
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nes, and in an humble atten- 
tion to the opinions and 
counſels of your elders. 5 

VIII. Finally, remember 
that youth is like the ſpring- 
time, which will ſoon be 
over; and if you only play 
in it, and take no care to 
ſow good ſeeds of wiſdom and 
piety, you will loſe the op- 
portunity of making provi- 
ſion for a happy life. 

Of this you are in great dan- 
ger; becauſe there is nothing 
to which young men are more 
prone, than to ſquander away 
their time. Be ſerious there- 
jore and conſiderate, that you 
may not be undone by the fo]- 
ly of youth: which, as Solo- 
uon notes, inclines men ſo ea- 
gerly to follow their own hu- 
mour in every thing, that they 
do not love to have any check 


© in 
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in their mirth and jollity. ] are 
That which will check *em as 
moſt, is, the thoughts of the I ab. 
tuture; efpecially the remem- er 
brance (as he obſerves, Ec. xi. of 
9.) of the account they muſt I mi 
make. And therefore I con- 
clude with that advice: ve 
Rejoice, O young man, inthy | Ti 
youth, &c. But know that fer in 
all thefe things God will bring Ee 


thee into judgment. th 
5 ti 
'CnAaP. XIV. h 
Direftions about them that c 
cannot read, 7 


1. A s for thoſe who can- 
not read themſelves þ 
(which in our days are but It 
few, bleſſed be God, in com- ( 
pariſon with former ages) their | 

maſters, or their miſtreſſes, or 
their fellow- ſer vants, or ſome : 
good neighbour, or relation, 
- are 
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are deſired to be fo charitable, 
as to read to them their duty, 
about this matter : ſhewing 
em the neceſſity, and the ends 
of it; and praying them to 
mark and obſervewhatis read. 

II. Or if their memories be 
very weak, tell them in ſnort, 


Dat they are bound by their vow 
in baptiſm to doGod*s will, and 


keep his commandments: and that 
this is one of his commandments, 
that they ſhould commemorate 
his love, by coming unto the holy 
communion ; which will help em 
to do the reſt of his will better. 
III. Read to 'em alſo their 
baptiſmal vow ; together with 
their duty to God, and their 
duty to their neighbour, as it ĩs 
laid down in the catechiſm : 


and aſk them, if they intend 


to do all this by God's gra- 


cious aer, 
IV. 
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IV. If they conſent to it, 
tell them they ought to go 
and receive confirmation, as 
was ſaid before: and then go 
to the holy communion to 
thank God for calling'em in- 
to this ſtate of ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and for working 
ſuch a good will in 'm, and 
to promiſe him that they will 
continue his faithful ſervants 
to their lives end. 
V. And let'em know, that 
if they can do no more at the 
holy communion, but only 


ſending his Son to die for 
'em; and devote themſelves 
unto him in reſolution of ſin- 
cere obedience, it will be ac- 
ceptable to him: and in time 
they will urfderſtand more, 
and do this duty better. 

VI. Therefore teach em, 


give God thanks heartily for 


that 


1 — -” er 3 £ 
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that the thoughts of their im- 
perfections, and ignorance, 
ought not to diſcourage em 
from coming to the commu- 
nion for the very doingof that 
which Chriſt commands; I 
mean the miniſter's taking 
bread and wine, bleſſing *em, 
breaking the one, and pouring 
out the other, giving em to 
his people, and their receiving 
theſe in remembrance of his 
death and paſſion, is a thing in 
itſelf grateful to him. And if 


they know thus much, and 


with honeſt hearts give thanks 
to God, and promiſe him to 
be his faithful ſervants, he 


will take it kindly, and in- 


creaſe his graces in theirhearts. 

VII. And they may tell 
'em, That ſince they cannot 
read, they muſt be the more 


diligent in attending to what 


3 18 
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is read in the church or in 
private, and to the ſermons 
they hear preached : laying 
up the principal things they 
obſerve carefully in their 
hearts; that they may find 

them there upon occaſion. 

VIII. For which end mal: 
ters and miſtreſſes ſhould take 
care, their ſervants may h ive 
time to go to church: or ra- 
ther, they ſhould ſee *em go, 
and bring 'em thither; ſaying 


with the holy man of God. 1 


and my houſe will ſerve the Lord, 
IX. Andif they would help 
em to learn ſome ſhortprayer 
by heart, beſides the Lord's 
prayer, it would bea means to 
poſſeſs em with a ſenſe of their 
duty, and to make 'em more 
confident of God's gracious aſ- 
ſiſtance in the doing of it. In- 
ſtruct em, at leaſt, after you 
have 
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have read toꝰ em their duty to 
God, and their duty to their 
neighbour, to ſay, Lord have 
mercy upon me, and write all 
'heſe thy laws in my heart, I 
beſeech thee : and this Collett. 
O God, whoſe bleſſed Son was 
nanifeſted, that he might deſtroy 
the works of the devil and make 
us the ſons of God, and heirs of 
ternal life; grant me, 1 beſeech 
thee, that having this hope, J 
may purify myſelf, even as he 1s 
ure; that when he ſhall appear 
opainwwith power and great glo- 
ry, I may be made like unto him 
in bis eternal and g10T10US RINg- 
tom, where with thee, OFather, 
and thee, O holy Ghiſt, he liveth 
and reigneth cucr one God 
wld without end, Amen. 
X. There is reaſon maſters 
and miſtreſſes ſiould be at this 
pains with their ſervants Who 
cannot 
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cannot read; if they conſider 
howmuch better ſervants they 


en G———— 
- * 


that they themſelves have 2 


love themſelves better than 


ſatisfied til! God's work was 


will be to *em, when they are 
become ſervants of God: and . 


maſter in heaven, who expects 


they ſhould not merely uk * 
their bodies well, but look al- 


ſo after their ſouls; ſo far at 


leaſt, as to help them to the het 
means of chriſtian inſtruction, Þ; 


This is a thing indeed, much 
neglected; and if their work 
be but well done, ſome maſters 
and miſtreſſes concern them- I 
ſelves no farther. But ſuch per- 
ſons plainly declare, that they 


God; elſe they would not be 
done alſo, and carried on to- 


gether with their own, 


„ 
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der 5 

hey CHA y. XV. 

are Pirections to thoſe that can read. 
and I. S for thoſe who are a- 
e N ble to read, Ineed not 


ect ure, adviſe em to ule that 
uſeſubility; but only to uſe it 
rell; avoiding vain and idle 
eſpecially all li) books, and 
being converſant in thoſe that 
re good and profitable; ſuch 
as will improve their minds in 
uſeful knowledge, or excite in 
em devout afections towards 
God, or directꝰ em in the prac- 
ice of juſtice and mercy, of 
temperance and chaſtity, and 
han Jof all other chriſtian virtues. 
t be II. But above all other books, 
was acquaint yourſelves with the 
to- Fholy ſcriptures; which Timo- 
thy (St. Paul ſays) had known 
from a child; and were alle to 
make him wiſe unto Jn 
thro 


\ P. 
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thro faith which is in Chr vii 
Jeſus, 2 Tim. ii. 15. Which ist 
is a high commendation of the ] tor 
old ſeriptures, and a great en- tw. 
couragement to ſtudy thoſe ] tot 
holy books; from whence we pre 
may reap the greater benefit thi 
now that we have the new ov. 
ſcriptures added toꝰ em, which I pet 
contain he faith in Chriſt Feſus, I to 

which the apoſtle ſpeaks of. thc 
I Youdo but pretend to d are 
God (which you acknowledge] ry. 
is a part of the duty you owe 
him) if you do not ſeek after] ren 
his mind and will, which is-me 

only to be found in the holy] ren 
ſcriptures. G0 
III. And of all other parts] was 
ofthe ſcripture, I have obſery . eff 
ed young people delight (as iu ! 
is natural to do) in reading theſ tha 
biſtorical books of the Old Tel] the 
tament. Which truly are vi con 
_ wit 
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with ſuch a ſpirit of piety, as 
is to be found in no other hiſ. 
tory; deſigning viſibly theſe 


. two things. Firſt, to inſtill in- 


to the people a belief of divine 
providence, which governs all 
things; and preſides not only 
over nations, but particular 
perſons: who therefore ought 
to have God in all their 
thoughts, to whom all events 
are aribed by the holy hiſto- 
ry. And, Second), to nurſe 


em up in a ſenſe of the diffe- 


rence of good and evil: the for- 


mer of which always received 


remarkable teſtimonies of 
God's favour; and the other 
was ever attended with the 


effects of his ſeverediſpleaſure. 


IV. Do not think therefore 
that you have profitably read 
theſe books, unleſs you can 


come away from reading of 


em 
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em more ſenſible of theſe two 
things,and more affected with 
em. Poſſeſſed, that is, witha 
more lively apprehenſion of 
God's over-rulmg power and 
providence, wherebyall things 
are diſpoſed : and chen 
reſolved to commit yourſelves 
unto him in well-doing; and 


to make that difference be- 


tween good and evil that he 
doth ; reſting ſatisfied with 
what he is pleaſed to order, 
when you have taken care to 
order yourſelves ſo, as to a- 
void what he hates, and to 
follow that which he loves. 
V. But above all other 
books of the Old Teſtament, 
the P/alms are of moſt general 
uſe : and therefore ordered by 
your church to be read over 
publickly once every month, 
Some of which you would 1 
we 
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well to get by heart, that you 
may ſay 'em upon all occaſi- 
ons, as anciently they were 
wont to do: nothing being 
more ordinarythan to hear the 
huſhandman chanting 'em as 
he followed the plough, the 
ſeaman as he fat at the helm, 
the waterman at his oar, the 
weaver at his Joom,the houſe- 
wife at her indie or her 
wheel; nay the poor ditcher 
ſang *em at his ſpade, and the 
very children in the ſtreets: 
in ſhort, they ſuckt theſe in 
with their mothers milk, and 
from their very infancy, as 
ſoon as they could learn any 
thing, were taught a ſmatter- 
ing of em, before they could 
ſpeak perfectly: ſuch a love 
they had to the muſick of 
theſe holy ſongs. _ 

VI. Thevery firſt of * 
will 
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will put you in mind of your 
duty; and of the happineſs it 
will bring you, if you do it 
faithfully. Let that therefore, 
andthe reſt that are of moſt ge- 
neral uſe (and relate not mere- 
ly to David's preſent conditi- 
on, or toſome publick calami. 
ty) be read moſt frequently, 
and pondered moſt ſeriouſſj. 
Such are the vin, XV, xix, 
XXX111, XXX1V, ciii, civ, CXIX, 
cxxxix, cxlv. with many o- 
thers, which every one = 
obſerve for his own uſe: 
ticularly the ſeven Arne 
pſalms; which are moſt pro- 
per when you are in a fad af-Y 
flicted condition, or bewalff 
any fin you have committed, 
to which they may be allo 
applied. They are the vi, 
xXXIi, xxxvili, li, cii, cxxx, exlii. 
VII. But when all this is 
| done 


mi- 
tly 

ſly. 
X1X, 
XIX, 


* 


may 
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done, you muſt chiefly read 
the books of the New Teſta- 
ment, or covenant made with 
us in Jeſus Chriſt : to which 
the books of the Old Teſtament 
refer you, as the perfection of 
that knowledgewhich was but 

obſcurely delivered by 'em. 

And firſt, the Holy Goſpels ; 
which moſt contain the hiſto- 
ry of our Saviour's birth, life, 
death, reſurrection, and aſcen- 
hon : in all which principally 
obſerve the mighty power of 


par- od, giving teſtimony unto 
ntial ſlim, and declaring him to be 
pro- the Son of God. Whom there- 
d af. ore you are bound to obey z 
-walſſind in order thereunto ſtudy 
tted, what his will is; which is moſt 
alloFully delivered in the ſermon 
e v n the mount, , vi, and vii, 
cxlii. Rap. of St. Matthew, Read 
his 8 nneſe at leaſt once a week. 
done F "JIG 
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VIII. Then follow the Ad or 
of the Apoſtles ; which abun- Vc 
 dantly declare their authority, I yo 
by whoſe miniſtry we have N tel 
received the G/pel, and bid us the 
attend to their inſtructions, oft 
which are left us in their Epi. I the 
tles, as the words of men di- the 
vinely inſpired. And in theſe Blanc 
content yourſelves with thoſe Blof 
parts of em which are moſt I (to 
eaſy and plain, and of general xi, - 


uſe and concernment. And yhe 


meddle not preſently with Band 
thoſe which are hard and ob- 
ſcure,and which relate to ſome 
particular caſes, which now 
are not ſo well known, as to 
make their ſenſe apparent to 
every one. For it is a very illſfmor 
ſign, when you ſtand puzzling 
yourſelyes about ſome dark 
paſſages in the apoſtolical 
writings, when there are plain 
ones 
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ones in abundance to exerciſe 
n- your thoughts. I will direct 
you to ſome, that will be fit- 
ve I teſt for your meditation. In 
us ¶ the epiſtle tothe Romans, read 
ns, often the xii. and xiii. ch. with 
the xnith of the firſt to the Cor. 
di- Ithe iv, v, vi. to the Eph. iii, 
eſe and iv, to the Col. iv. and v, 
oſe Hof the firſt to the The. and 
oft (to omit others) the i, ii, x, 
eral xi, xii, xiii. of the Heb. the 
\nd whole epiſtles of St. James 
vith and of St. Peter. is 
| And when you read *em, let 
it be witha deſign togrow bet- 
ter, rather than more knowing. 
And then think you grow 
nt toffibetter, when you are made 
ry illfmore humble, more ſenſible 
z\ingfikf God's love, and your own 
dark ndeſervings; more thankful, 
olical nore meek and patient; more 
plain abmiſſiye to God's provi- 
ones f F 2 gence, -: 
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dence, and to your govern” 
ors, whether civil and ſpi- 
ritual, private or publick. 
IX. When you are thus diſ- 
poſed, by theſe and ſuch like 
chriſtian virtues, you mayven- 
ture to read the harder parts of 
ſcripture ; and not be in dan- 
ger to wreſt 'em (as thoſe do 
vyho are ſettPd upon no princi- 
| ples) to your own deſtruction. 
For then you will not be for- 
ward to frame a ſenſe of thoſe 
places out of your own head: 
but confeſs your ignorance; 
and look upon 'em as contain- 
ing things not neceſſary to 
be known : for all neceſſar 
things are plainly ſet down; 
andperhaps ſome of thoſevery 
things about which you trou- 
ble yourſelves, are elſewhere 
deliver'd in clearer words. As 


you may be ſatisfied if you 


take! 
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take the next opportunity to 
conſult with thoſe whoſe lips 
are to preſerve knowledge. 
Which is the beſt way to 
be reſolved in ſuch caſes. _ 
X. As for other good books, 
befides the ſcripture, you may 
find ſome time to read them. 
And the leſs you have on o- 
ther days, ſpend the Lord's 
days, and other holidays the 
more ſeriouſly in this work : 
when I would adviſe you to 
v, vi, and vuth of St. Malt. 
with ſome part of the whole 
duty of man. And when you 
have made ſome proficiency 
in knowledge, read Dr. Ham- 


mond's Practical Catechiſm : 


where you will find that ſer- 
mon of Chr;/i*s upon the 
mount expounded, _ 

XI. But whatſoever godly 
book you read, whether the 
F 3 holy 
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holy ſcriptures, or any other, 
beſure you endeavour to come 
away better*d by the reading 
of em. For if you get no 
good by 'em, that very thing 
will incline you at laſt to ſlight 
and neglect 'em, as many do, 
we ſee, the hearing of good 
ſermons, becauſe they do not 
perceive that they or others 
areat all the better for them; 
but after much hearing, there 
is little doing of God's will. 
But this the ſcripture itſelf 
foretold, and hath exactly de- 
ſcribed ſuch people, as are ever 
learning, but never able to come 
to the knowiedg? of the truth, 
2 Tim. ut. 5, 6, 7. and in- 
tended hereby to breed in e- 
very one of us a due caution 


prevent, by being more 
| Ous, 


ous 
rea 
end 
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care 
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| leſt we beof that unprofitableſſkind 
number: which you muſtſſo fr 
ſeri-whic 
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ous, attentive and diligent in 
reading holy books for that 
neffend for which they were 
noÞÞ writ: and hearing ſermons, 
ing not for faſhion ſake, but that 
ght you may be taught or remem- 
do, bred of your duty; and excit- 
bod ed or directed to do it with 
not greater care and conſtancy. 
er XII. And if you meet with 
mʒ the very ſame thing over and 
ere over again, either in readin 
Il. Yor hearing; do not therefore 
ſelf nauſeate it, or grow weary of 
de: it, or paſs it by haſtily and 
ever careleſly : but rather look up- 
come on it as a very uſeful truth, of 
uth which you have great need, 
in. becauſe it comes ſo often in 
n e-lyour way; and thankfully ac- 
10n,ſknowledging that God is very 
ableſkind to you (in putting you 
nuſtſſo frequently in mind of that 
ſer· which is ſo neceſſary to your 
ous, F 4 ſalva- 
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A qualification 
non) give the greater 

c to it, and ponder it with 
1c + ſeriouſneſs, as a thing of 
that moment deſerves. 
ti AP NYT 
A neceſſary qualification lo re. 

ceive benefit by all this. 

F every one had ſo much 

humility, and ſuch a hearty 
defire to be truly good, 
wrought in their ſouls betime, 
they would read and hear 
God's word to better purpoſe. 
I. Therefore parents ſhould 
above all things inſtil this in- 
to their children very early; 
| how neceſſary it is and how 
much it becomes 'em to be 
humble: and that hy no means 
they grow conceited of their 
own parts or underſtanding ; 
but be deſirous to learn of e- 
very one, with ſimplicity and 


mecknels, without any other 
 Geſign 
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deſign but to know their duty: 
IT. This, we may be ſure, 
would diſpoſe *em to receive 
benefit by the holy ſcriptures, 
and by all other good inſtructi- 
ons: for it is the very quali- 
fication which Chriſt requires 
to make a perſon fit to be one 
of his diſciples, That he firſt 
become like a little child, Matt. 
xviii. 3. There is no good tobe 
done upon him in Chriſt's 
ſchool, unleſs he firſt learn to 
be humble, ſubject to his tea- 
chers, ſimple hearted, and 


without guile, contented with 


a little, heartily in love with 


thoſe that take care of him. 


And when he is thus freed 
from pride, ambition, defire 
of riches, or any thing elſe but 

only of knowledge (as little 
children naturally : are, fill the 
ſeeds of thoſe vices be iticrel 
F 8 up 
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up in them by others) he 
will be a fit ſoil to receive 


ChriſPs heavenly doctrine. 
ITI. And doubtleſs he had 
reaſon to ſay it, who told this 
nation long ago, That it is for 
want of acquainting child- 
hood and youth with ſuch 
plain rules as this (which the 
 ſcriptureitſelf delivers for our 
right underſtanding it) that 
the ſcripture either ſeems ob- 
ſcure and difficult to *em, or 
that they miſtake it, where 
it ſeems evident. 1 
IV. For when they grow 
to men's eſtate, or are engag'd 


in worldly buſineſs, or come 


to honour before they be ac- 
quainted with the holy ſcrip- 
ture, and eſpecially theſe plain 
directions which 1t gives us 


for our profiting by it: one of 


theſe three things is the con- 
7 ſequence 
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he ſequence of it. The ſeeming 
ve difficulty of the ſcripture ei- 

ther makes 'em to ſeek for o- 
ad ther rules which they appre- 
nis hend more eaſy; or, ſecondly, 
or not to care for any rule of 
d- faith at all; or elſe, thirdly, 
ch to transform this (which God 
1e | hath given for the renewing 
ur his imagein'em) into the na- 
at | ture of their corrupt affections. 
b- | V. Let this leſſon therefore 
or | as headviſes, of becoming like 
re | /ittle children, throughly be 

planted in the hearts of chil- 
w | dren, and then &now!ledge in 
d other parts of ſcripture will 
je | grow up with 'em: and faith 
thus planted in humility, 
)- | while their hearts are tender 
n | (and eaſy to be wrought on 
1s | by this plain and familiar pre- 
f cept) will take deep root, and 
„ | increaſe more and more, as 
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they do in ſtrength and ſta- 
ture. For tho? at firſt their 
faith be but as a grain of muſ- 
tard-ſeed, yet having in the 
ſpring-time got the ſtart of 


pride and deſire of worldly 


wealth or greatneſs, it will af- 
terward flouriſh in all heaven- 
Iy knowledge, and fructify in 
every good word and work. 
VI. And above all other 
pieces of humility, it is ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary that chil- 


dren be brought up to à great 


reverence of God's miniſters, 


and a high opinion of their 


calling, place, and perſons. It 


parents or guardians would 


teach 'em to honour 'em as 


their ſpiritual fathers, and to 
look uponꝰ em as men appoint- 


ed by God to take care of 


their beſt part, their immor- 


| talſouls, and to bring divine 


5 dleſſings 
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bleſſings to them; if they 
would tell 'em, Children, theſe 
are the men by whom you are 
baptized and made Chriſtians ; 
by theſe you muſt therefore be 
inſtructed, and confirmed alſo 
in religion, and aſſured more 
and more of God's bleſſmg © it 
would have a mighty effect 
upon *em, and diſpoſe *em, 
for all the good they may 
hereafter reap by *em. Where- 
as thoſe words of reproach 
or undervaluing, which they 
now daily hear, muſt needs 
have the quite contrary ef- 
fect: or at leaſt for want of 
ſuch admonitions, and fre- 
quent inculcating the reſpect, 
honour and eſteem which 1s 
due to God's miniſters, they 
mind ſo little what they ſay, 
that when they become ca- 
pable of it, they receive no 


* 
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A ſhort Prayer for the Morn: 
ing. 
| {mighty and moſt merciful Fa. 

ther, I moft humbly bow down 
myſelf before Thee, to <vorſhip thy 
divine Majeſty ; ; by whom 1 was 
Brought into the aborld, and haut 
been preſerved and provided for all 
my life long, and now this laſt night, 
(630d * thy goodneſs) ) protedted 
from all dangers, and raiſed up in 
health and ſa aftty to fee the light of 
another day. 
I thank thee, O Lord, for theſe 
and all the reſt of thy mere ies; 
eſpecially for thy ſingular love in 
Chriſt Jeſus : beſeeching thee t0 
aabaſten and preſerve in me ſuch 
à lively ſenſe thereof, that I may 
newer prove ungrateful to bin; 
but conſtantly do him all faithful 
ſerwice. 

Particularly this day I earnefily 
implore the aſſiſtance of his holy Spi 
rit, to enable me to keep thoſe vaws 
that are upon me, not to follow nor 
be led by worldly and carnal lust, 
but to obey thy 2 will and con- 
mandmenti, 


bour, 
chen. 
con i 
thee : 
hope 

7 


thur 
to ke 
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WM mandaments, and to walk in the ſame 


all the days of my life. 

Help me good Lord, in my place 
and condition, to perform my duty 
towards thee, and towards my neigh- 
bour, with ſuch care, fidelity, and 


chearfulneſs, that I may with ſame 


confidence preſent myſelf again before 

thee in the evening ; and comfortably 

hope for thy good providence over me. 
To which 1 humbly recommend thy 


church and houſhold ; beſeeching thee 


to keep it in thy true religion, and to 
defend it evermore by thy mighty pow- 
er threugh Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. In 
whoſe moſfl bleſſed name and words I 
fill beſeech thee to be merciful to me, 


and to all thy people, ſaying, Our Fa- 


ther, c. | 


A ſhort Prayer for the Even- 


ing. 
1 Than thee, O Lord of heaven 


and earth, that by thy merciful 
providence, I am here proſtrate again 


before thee : not only in health and 


Jafity of body, but in integfity of _ 


heart; 1 hope, and with ſincere pur- 


poſes to continue always thy faithful 


ſervant. | 
Pardon, 


— 


136 A Prayer 
Pardon, O moſt merciful Father, 


what /oever ] have done or omitted 
this aay contrary to my reſolutions and 


neſſes: and accept of my honeſt en- 
deawours to keep a good conference wid 
of offence towards thee, and toward 
man. 
Which that I may do every aay 
better and better, wvouchſafe me the 
aſſlauce of thy ſpecial grace, 1 
rengthen me in the performance of 
all my duty, That awhere J have 
been wont to flip, I may be mare 
ewatchful ; and where I have been 
negligent, I may uſe the greater dili 
gence ; and ſo continue thy child, a 


beritor of thy heavenly kingdom. 

And hear the prayers of thy abholt 
church, which have been made this 
day for every member of the ſame; 

eſpecially for our ſovereign Lord the 
King ; for all that miniſter under 
him in hely or civil things ; for all 
that are aiftrefſed in mind, body, or 
ale: beſeeching thee to diſpenſe thy 
graces and bleſſings to every one of 
them, ſuitable to their ſeveral ne- 
Ce//ities, 


A, 2 


obligations. Pity my great weak-. 


lively member of Chriſt, and an in- 


conti. 
corri 
ceed 

livin 
©1011 
comn 


Our 
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this night ; and, after a refreſving 
re, raiſe me up again in the morn- 
ing with a thankful heart to thee, 
for thy care over me; fully reſolved 
continually to mortify all my evil and 


corrupt affections, and daily to pro- 


ceed in all virtue and godlineſ of 
living, through Jeſus CIR our Sa- 


wiour. In wheiſe name and words 1 


commend myſelf to thy mercy, Jayings | 


Our Father, &c. 


A Prayer for one of riper 
Years before the deore 


of Baptiſm. 


Lord, the creator of the warls 


and redeemer of mankind. 1 fall © 


down before thee, to acknowledge that 
Jam thine; and to beſecch thee, 
2 ough 1 have offended thee, to receive 


me into thy ſervice again. 


Pardon, good Lord, all the fol- 
lies of my childhizd, wvith all the 


fins, negtic cnces and ignorances of my 


riper years, Let them all be done 
away in that fountain, which thou 
baſt ſet open for us to waſh in, aud 


be clean, 
J defire 


before Baptiſm. 137 : 
And be my merciful prolector ail 


A 


n 
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138 A Prayer 


; 
mr al 


I defire tobe admitted thither ; ani 
intend there to devote myſelf intireh 
to thee, renouncing the devil, thi 
world, and the fleſh, and reſolving 
obediently to keep thy holy will and 
commandments, and to walk in the 


ſame all the days of my life. 


Vouchſafe me, O Lord, the afſiſ- 
ance of thy holy Spirit, that 1 maj 
both ſeriouſly make, and faithful 


_ Reep thoſe holy vows and 1 


Preſerve in me a perpetual remen- 
brance of them ; that I may newer, 


by any fin, loſe ſo great a grace at 


thou intendeſt to beſtoww upon me ; but 
always continue a lively member of 
Chriſt and an heir of his heawenh 
kingdom. To which I beſeech thee at 
laſi io bring me through the merits of 
(Chriſt Jeſus, Amen. | 


A Prayer for one that intends 


to be confirmed. 


Y Mt Bliſed God, by whoſe grace 


Twas called into a flate of ſal 
vation when I was baptized, and 


from whom cometh every good thought, 
defire, and purpoſe, which ] hav 
ſince felt in my heart ; aſſiſt me, 1 


be ſcech 


— 


before Confirmation. 139 


beſeech thee, in the new dedication, 
which I am going to make of myſelf 
unto thee, whoſe I am, and reſolved 
to le to the end of my days. 

Fill me, O Lord, with ſuch a 
lively ſenſe of the honour thou doſt me 
in admitting me into thy ſervice ; that 
1 may give up myſelf, not only with 
the fall but with the moſt chearful 
conſent of my heart, to believe and 
di whatſoever thou would/i hade me. 

And then be pleaſed to confirm me 


in thy grace, and to flirengthen me 
with might by thy holy Spirit in the 


inner man; that I may ever diſcern 
ard chuſe, and follew thoſe things 
which are acceptable in thy fight. 
Arm me, good Lord, againſi all 
the temptations of the world, the 
Jigh and the devil : with a will fled- 
aſily reſolved never to yield to any of 
them; but to perſiſi faithfully in the 
performance of my vow, which wat 
made in my name when I was bap- 
tized, 
with my own mouth to ratify openly 
before thy church. Whoſe devout 
prayers I beſeech thee to hear for me, 


rough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer 


and which ] now intend 
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140 A Prayer 


A Prayerafter Confirmation, 


4 Lmighty andeverliving God, wh 
= haſt vouchſafed to regenerate mt 
by water and the holy Ghoſt; and 
alſo haſt farther certified me, by th 
hands of thy miniſter lately laid on 
me, of thy favour and gracious good. 
neſs towards me : Accept, I miff 
humbly beſeech thee, of my heary I T7, 
thanks for ſuch great and undeſerved 
benefits, and continue in me thoſe good 
thoughts, defires and purpoſes, which 
found then in my heart, to per/ift in 
Faithful obedience to thee for ever, 
For which end be pleaſed daily 6 
impart unto ine more and more of thy 
boly Spirit, to preſerve me in thy fear 
and love; and to enable me to do all 
the reſt of my duty, not only towards 
thee, but towards my neighbour : eſpe- 
cially to thoſe by whom, as thy ſlew- 
ards, thy heavenly my/leries are con- 
weyed tous; that reverently attending 
to their inſtructions, and receiving 
their godly admonitions, and obedi- 
ently following their guidance and 
direction, I may be finally owned for 
' one of thy good and faithful ſervant, 
| 41 


mae ond. 


after Confirmation. 141 
at that day, when the great ſbep- 
I herd and biſhop of our fouls ſhall ap- 
on. ear again to our ſalvation : to him, 
with thee, O Father, and the holy 
wh Ghoſt, be eternal praiſes, Amen. 


and ONES 


—____ 


4 They that need Prayers for 
ond. other particular Occaſions may 
"ff be furniſhed in a Book called, 
De devout Chriſtian, &c. 
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